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SCREAM FOR THE
BAND – NOT AT
YOUR STAGING.
StageTek™ features beat those of
every competing portable stage system.

✓
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❏
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❏
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❏
✓
❏
✓
❏
✓
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SIMPLE SET UP
INCREDIBLY STRONG
LIGHTWEIGHT DECKS
SAFE
VERSATILE
RUGGED ENGINEERING
FROM A COMPANY THAT’S BEEN
BUILDING STAGING FOR OVER 60 YEARS

StageTek eliminates most of the problems
and workload associated with other
staging systems. Few other portable
stages match any of its individual features
— and no other stage offers you such a
comprehensive design and the inherent
long-lasting value that separates Wenger.
Your crew will love the convenience and you’ll
appreciate all the advantages that make this such
an easy choice. From easy-grip decking to exceptional
load ratings, StageTek has proven its unparalleled qualities all around the world, indoors and
outdoors, as a performance partner that always holds up its end of the bargain.
For more information — including specifications, load test results, features and accessories
— please call for a brochure and visit our website.

Scan with your smartphone
for a video demo.

800-4WENGER (493-6437) www.wengercorp.com/stagetek
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• Earn at least 50% profit on each sale!
• Free Sales Brochures
• Free Shipping
• No Hidden Costs!
• Prizes and Cash Rewards!
• It’s Fun! It’s Easy!
Dutch Mill Bulbs originated fundraising-with–flower bulbs over 50 years ago. Our fall and spring fundraising
programs offer easy-to-sell and easy-to-grow varieties of bulbs and bare root perennials. We’ve helped
tens of thousands of groups exceed their fundraising goals with our guaranteed-to-grow product and
“no hidden cost” flower bulb fundraising programs.
Dutch Mill Bulbs is the perfect fundraiser for your group. Schools, PTA’s, PTO’s, sports and athletic teams,
cheerleaders, dance ensembles, booster clubs, academic clubs, marching bands, concert bands, choral
groups, drama clubs, libraries, choirs, community groups, churches, and scouts – to name but a few
– have all successfully raised funds by “going green” with our eco-friendly, economically priced no-risk
fundraising programs. Since its inception, Dutch Mill Bulbs has been recognized for outstanding service,
value, quality and reliability. You can count on us for your most successful fundraiser ever!

1.800.533.8824 | dutchmillbulbs.com
productionsmag.com
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EDITOR’S
As much as I love being at home among family, like most people, I have been struck with the travel
bug at points in my life. I have brought back a lifetime of memories from New York and California,
from North Carolina and Colorado, from Ohio and Illinois--as well as over thirty other states along
the way. I had performed with a dance troupe on the steps of The Capital in Washington, DC, and
in New York’s Central Park. I had performed at “Ghost Town in the Sky” in Maggie Valley, North
Carolina, and at the World’s Fair in New Orleans. Many of those adventures were before my fifteenth
birthday. Luckily, I had parents who understood that travel was an integral part of life experiences,
and they supported those trips both emotionally and financially.
Even while it never occurred to me in those years to ask for a trip that would take me beyond our
country’s borders, I know they would have made that happen as well because all my younger
brother and sister had to do a few years later was ask them. As teens, both my sister April and my
brother David traveled to Europe on school trips. They had been to more countries even than my
parents had visited before they left high school, and they have continued to be adventurous adults.
David and his family enjoyed an Alaskan cruise last year, and April even traveled to Italy—by herself
no less!—for several weeks, immersing herself in the language and culture. I was in awe.

Ed Bauer
Publisher
ed@productionsmag.com

EDITORIAL
Rachel James Clevenger
Editor-in-Chief
rachel@productionsmag.com

Sheila Wagner
Editorial Assistance

April James
Creative Advisor

Though I was an adult the first time I traveled out of the United States, the magic of being in another
country was beyond what I had prepared for, even when imagining those experiences as a child.
Being in Mexico was different, somehow, and sparked something in me to be more adventurous
than I had been for all of my travels inside the states. From parasailing and racing on jet-skis to
rappelling and zip-lining, I experienced a side of myself that I had not found before. I believe the
sheer thrill of being in another country was part of that awakening.

Creative Director

Though I will have to work past my fears (as a parent) as my daughter starts her own travels and
adventures, moving from family trips to solo trips and excursions with friends, including trips that
will take her far from US soil, I know that these jaunts are part of a rich, exciting, and fulfilling life.
Anytime young people can experience the richness of other cultures and engage with people
of other nationalities, they have an opportunity to grow and learn in ways that are profound and
meaningful.

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Tom Metzger

As a former college professor, I also know the benefits for students who have traveled abroad. In
an increasingly competitive environment for college acceptance, scholarships and internships—
and then in the job market—what may seem like small variations in students’ backgrounds can
actually make a significant difference in getting an interview and being seen as cultured and
experienced, as someone who inhabits a worldview that extends beyond just a community-focus
or a nationalistic vision.

ART
Hilary Moreno

Rachel Walker
Sean Berg
Show Choir Canada

Not only do students have an opportunity to develop their independence and broaden their world
views, but they have a chance to learn about themselves, to develop their purpose and values. All
of these qualities better prepare a young student for the challenges of college and the demands
of the workforce beyond college, where they have to be brave, self-reliant, driven, and motivated.
In giving our children a chance to experience travel—especially international travel—we are not just
offering them unforgettable adventures; we are giving them a chance to develop life skills that will
benefit them in untold ways. And, of course, if we are having a hard time letting our baby birds fly
too far from the nest unaccompanied, what better time to chaperone?
Happy travels!

Rachel James Clevenger, MEd, PhD
Editor-in-Chief, Productions Magazine
rachel@produtionsmag.com

6 PRODUCTIONS

PUBLISHED BY FLAHERTY MEDIA
4290 Hwy 52 Suite G
Helena AL 35080
Toll Free: 800-705-5280, press 1
Fax: 855-239-8093
info@productionsmag.com
No part of this publication may be reproduced or
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic
or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or
any information storage-and-retrieval system without
permission in writing from the publisher. The views
expressed by those not on the staff of Productions
magazine, or who are not specifically employed by
Flaherty Media, LLC, are purely their own. Comments and
submissions are welcome, and can be sent to rachel@
productionsmag.com.

productionsmag.com

Easy Online Selling Increases Your Profits
Our fundraising website makes it simpler to raise more money from anywhere in the USA.
2 ways
to shop
onLine &
cataLog

5

Reasons
Yankee Candle®
Fundraising
is so successful

1. Friends and family know and enjoy buying America’s Best Loved Candle™
2. You earn 40% profit for your organization
3. People love having a trusted, healthy alternative to sweets and inferior products
4. We make fundraising easy with features like individually packaging
each seller’s order
5. With two selling seasons you have more opportunity to raise money

Last year we helped raise
over $34 million for more than
23,000 fundraising groups.
Get started today with easy,
profitable fundraising the
Yankee Candle® way.

Call or visit us online
to sign up for a
Spring sale today!
productionsmag.com

1-800-351-1533
yankeecandlefundraising.com
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International
Show Choir
Showdown:
THE CAN-AM INVITATIONAL AND
SHOW CHOIR CANADA CHAMPIONSHIPS
In spring 2014, American and Canadian teams
squared off in competition, but instead of a hockey
puck, it was a downbeat that started it off. Show Choir
Canada hosted its first-ever Can-Am Invitational
on the final day of the Show Choir Canada National
Competition. This was our first ever event opened
up to American show choirs to compete for the first
time with Canadian groups. The event was a huge
success, and we had two American show choirs
that travelled to compete in Toronto (Waltham and
Rich South).
Launched in 2010, Show Choir Canada hosted the
country’s first-ever national competition in 2011.
Since then, there has been a groundswell in the
formation of show choirs around the country. There
is even a friendly rivalry now between two high
schools based on opposite ends of the sprawling
city of Toronto: the west end’s Etobicoke School
of the Arts “Splash” and the east end’s Wexford
Collegiate for the Arts “Wexford Glee”. (Wexford won
the title the first year, and ESA won back-to-back
Nationals in 2012 and 2013.)
productionsmag.com
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The Can-Am Invitational represented
the next step in the evolution of show
choir, but also presented a new challenge
for American show choirs. U.S. choirs that
participated in 2014 had the opportunity
to make history as they made their firstever bid for an international title.
The open format competition pitted
the top six-ranked Canadian show choirs,
as determined by the 2014 Canadian
Nationals, against their American counterparts. Trophies were awarded for first
through third place, along with additional
prizing for the top choirs and bands.
“We like to think the Can-Am Invitational hearkens back to the origin of show
choir,” explains Peter da Costa, co-founder
of Show Choir Canada and also owner
of da Costa Talent Management, a top
talent agency in Canada. “According to
our research, The Minstrels at Bishop
Luer’s High School identified a need to
learn from other show choirs, and hosted
the first-ever U.S. show choir invitational
in 1974. Forty years later, we are creating
the opportunity to take this incredible
phenomenon to the international level,
as well as providing young people on
both sides of the forty-ninth parallel the
opportunity to learn from each other.”
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Bringing Young People from
Different Countries Together
In Celebration
“As educators, we’re aware of how
powerful the arts are in bringing
people together,” adds George Randolph,
co-founder of Show Choir Canada and
founder/president of the Randolph
Academy for the Performing Arts. “With
all of the divisive, negative energy in the
world right now, it seemed a good time
to bring young people from two different
countries together to share and celebrate
something they have in common, all
within the spirit of healthy competition.”
The 2014 competition reflected
the growing popularity of the art. The
teams were assessed by an international
panel of judges, and the competition
was hosted in the world-class Toronto
Centre for the Arts, which has featured the
world premiere and pre-Broadway run of
Ragtime as well as tours of Jersey Boys,
My Fair Lady, Avenue Q, among others.
“Toronto is a world-class city, consistently ranking high on various international
studies,” continues Randolph. “It’s a great
city with a very strong arts and culture
sector, a perfect place for young people
who are passionate about the arts.”

productionsmag.com

An American himself, Randolph
understands more than most about the
importance of cross-cultural exchange
and the appeal of Toronto. A principal
dancer with the Alvin Ailey Repertory
Ensemble, he travelled to Canada as
a guest artist with Les Ballets Jazz de
Montréal, and decided to stay to run a
dance studio in Toronto. He eventually
established the country’s first college to
offer professional Triple Threat training.
“I think in Canada we are a little curious about how the best of our fledgling
show choirs stack up against the U.S.
powerhouses,” confesses da Costa.
“But I also think it might be a refreshing
change for U.S. choirs too. The competition standards make it necessary
to return to the roots of show choir. It’s
less about the bells and whistles of light
shows, backdrops, and costumes, and
more about the essence of song and
dance—pure talent. It also means that
visiting schools can travel light but still
enjoy the full experience.”
Adds Randolph, “We’ve been told by
American judges that the way we do it
isn’t traditional, but they really like it: it’s
progressive at the same time that it’s a
throwback to the origins.”

The cultural exchange has already
started. Elements of the Show Choir
Canada format are starting to be adopted
into U.S. competition. For example,
the Canadian competition offers a live
adjudication immediately after the
performance, providing up-close-andpersonal access to the judging. The
competition has also featured a live
celebrity host; in 2011 and 2012 it was
pop / R&B singer Shawn Desman and in
2013, it was Jordan Clark, winner of So
You Think You Can Dance - Canada.
And in March 2014, Americans
got a sneak preview of how Canada
approaches show choir when Show Choir
Canada’s reigning national champions
ESA “Splash” participated in the US
FAME competition in Chicago.
As to what the next step is after this,
da Costa adds: “Our show choirs are
already hiring American talent, working
with people such as Chicago-based
choreographer Mike Weaver and Burbank
Show Choir’s Brett Carroll. I’d like to see it
go both ways, with American show choirs
bringing fresh ideas from a Canadian
perspective down to the U.S. But until
then, we’ll just be happy to roll out the red
carpet for U.S. show choirs in Toronto.”

HEADWORN MICROPHONES
Optimal for vocal and spoken word applications

HMD1000-BG

Removable Cable

HM2000

Fixed Cable

Omnidirectional microphones available with a choice of four connectors.
Compatible with most popular wireless systems.

vu-gear.com
productionsmag.com

Engineered To Perform

•

Built To Last
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An International Panel of Judges
Because of the success of the 2014
Can-Am competition, we are now opening
the championship to international choirs.
For 2015, the newly titled “Show Choir
Canada Championships” is open to all
groups internationally and features an
international panel of judges as well.
Finding Show Choir Canada’s Champion
is an important task, and should only be
entrusted to the people who have proven
themselves time and again in the arts
industry. After an exhaustive search, Show
Choir Canada has found four top industry
experts from the world of show choir as
well as professional music, dance, and
theatre to assess the teams competing in
the championships.
Ned Rosenblatt, Associate Professor
of Voice at Berklee College of Music, has
taught Chorus, Vocal Jazz Ensemble,
Jazz Ensemble, Jazz Improvisation,
Music Theory, Wind Ensemble, Arranging, and Music Technology. He has also
served as Director, Music Director, Vocal
Coach, and Accompanist on musicals.
He has arranged for instrumental and
vocal ensembles in the Jazz, Classical,
Pop, Contemporary, and Broadway Show
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idioms. He frequently serves as a guest
conductor, adjudicator, and clinician for
instrumental and vocal ensembles.
Jacqueline Sadler, Voice Faculty
from Randolph Academy for the Performing
Arts, is a performer, music director,
clinician, adjudicator, accompanist,
composer, and Guinness World Record
holder (Organ Playing). Her direction
credits include five seasons at The
Charlottetown Festival, Theatre New
Brunswick, Waterloo Stage, Theatre
& Company, and Stage West Calgary,
as well as productions of Canadian
musicals Jasper Station, Come By the
Hills, Lake Nora Arms (premiere) and
Dads II: The Toddler’s Revenge.
Kenneth Giles, Choreographer/
Producer of National ShowChoir Championships of Ireland, is a creative powerhouse from Dublin who has worked in a
number of areas within the performing
and entertainment world, including TV
and radio host, talent show judge, boy
band member then later a successful
solo artist. Kenneth is also a well-known
and sought-after choreographer, director
and producer throughout Ireland, working
on numerous theatre shows and highprofile events.

productionsmag.com

The final judge is the internationally renowned
Choreographer and Creative Director Sean
Cheesman, who has worked with the world’s top
entertainers, including Michael Jackson, Janet
Jackson, TLC, Vanessa Williams, Carmen Electra,
Tina Turner, Queen Latifah, Cher and Britney
Spears. A choreographer and guest judge on “So
You Think You Can Dance” (U.S., Canada, U.K.),
Sean was creative producer/choreographer of
CBC’s “Over The Rainbow” and host/choreographer/head judge on the reality show/dance
competition “Dirty Dancing: Time of your Life.” His
choreography awards include MTV Music Video
Award (Scream, Michael & Janet Jackson; Cream,
Prince) and nominations for a Bob Fosse Award
(Scream, Michael & Janet Jackson), VH1 Video
Award (Get Off, Prince), NAACP Image Award (I’m
Every Woman, Whitney Houston), and What’s On
Stage Theatre Award (Daddy Cool).

Show Choir Canada (SCC)’s mission is to play a vital
role in the development and support of show choirs
in Canada. Since 2011, SCC has given Canadian
and international show choir students opportunities
to perform in professional theatres, in front of
enthusiastic audiences and expert adjudicators,
featuring awards for top choirs and outstanding
individual performers.

Powerful
Sound

For perfect acoustics from the
orchestra pit to the back row, the
experts at Full Compass can help you
customize the ideal system to power
your performances. We’re your source
for low prices on the best gear.

PA SPEAKERS • POWER AMPS • OUTBOARD GEAR • MIXERS • MICROPHONES • WIRELESS SYSTEMS • IN-EAR MONITORS

Call a
Sales Pro
Today!

productionsmag.com
011915_prod_powerful-sound-theater-PA speaker_HALF.indd 1

Call 800-356-5844

Follow Us

or shop fullcompass.com
Leading The Industry For Over 35 Years

Request your FREE
540-page catalog
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International
Performance Tours:

MAKING AN IMPACT
It is important for programs and ensembles
to consider an International Performance
Tour as another opportunity to impact
the lives of our students by exposing
them to real life opportunities and
experiences that are not available on a
digital screen.
They can walk in the footsteps of
historical figures like King Henry VIII,
William Shakespeare, Michelangelo,
Martin Luther, and many others; they can
visit historical sites such as the Roman
Coliseum, the Eiffel Tower, the Great Wall
of China, Westminster Abbey, Big Ben,
Saint Peter’s Square, the Vatican, Neuschwanstein Castle, Palace of Versailles,
and so many others; they can even visit
the birthplaces and perform in locations of famous composers like Mozart,
Handel, Haydn, Vivaldi, Britten, Byrd,
Strauss, Beethoven, and others.
What better way to bring to life the
historical, cultural, and human influence
14 PRODUCTIONS

and significance that is a part of our daily
teachings, than by experiencing an International Performance Tour?

PARTNERING WITH A
TRUSTED TOUR OPERATOR
Whether you are a seasoned traveling ensemble or considering it for the
first time, it is important to partner with
a Tour Operator. Choosing a trusted
partner takes several considerations.
You should consider their commitment
to your vision and the mission of your
program: ensure you connect with someone
who takes the time to collaborate with
you to design the tour that best meets
the needs and goals for your ensemble. Whether you want to be a part of
an established festival or competition,
or want to share your music and talents
as a featured ensemble as part of a
custom performance tour, there is a Tour
Operator for you.

Trusted Tour Operators are often
vetted by your colleagues and are
members of various associations like the
American Choral Directors Association
(ACDA), National Association for Music
Education (NAfME), and the Student &
Youth Travel Association (SYTA). Memberships in such organizations dictate a high
standard of service and expectations
such as Liability Insurance Coverage and
Travel Protection options.
You should also consider the Tour
Operator personnel, as there is a noted
difference between a sales team member
and someone that has walked (or
continues to walk) in your shoes as a music
educator and ensemble director. Having
someone who has taught in the classroom,
worked with booster clubs and administrators, traveled with their own ensembles,
and fundraised for such opportunities is a
priceless resource for the seasoned and
novice traveling ensemble.
productionsmag.com

DREAMING AND PLANNING
In preparation for a conversation with a Tour Operator
you should consider your destination, your possible travel
dates, your performance expectations, and your budget
parameters. A dedicated Tour Operator can help you
dream by suggesting destinations and inclusions. Major
influences on the tour budget are hotel accommodations,
group meals, and airfare.
Hotel accommodation prices vary between 2-4 star
tourist class hotels; location within a city center or on
the outskirts; or branding as a local or American brand.
For your group meals, you should consider how many
organized group meals you would like, where there is often
a single menu available for all, versus meals on your own, in
small groups, experiencing more variety of the local flavor.
Typically breakfast is included everyday and then
choices can be made, based on your budget or ensemble
preferences, as to the number of additional group meals
to be included. You will choose whether to include
dinner every night or every other night, as well as choose
to include some lunches.
Participating in an international tour means
experiencing the culture of the country you are visiting
which translates into different hotel and meal expectations,
which is part of the overall tour experience

GROUP TOURING IN A VOLATILE AIRLINE
INDUSTRY
The airline industry is a volatile one when considering a
group tour, as it is often the single area, of such a tour,
where the Tour Operator does not have negotiating
power. This is where your proposed travel dates have
the most impact on your tour budget, and one needs to
be mindful of the fact that obtaining a group airfare is
counterintuitive when it comes to rates.
productionsmag.com
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We are accustomed to the rule that if you
book something as a group you often get a
lower rate or entrance fee. This is not the case
with the airline industry. With a group booking
on an airline, the group is taking up a larger
chunk of the inventory and valuable real estate,
so the airlines calculate the revenue they could
make to get your group rate.
You can often find less expensive individual
rates on your online search engines, and you
should not assume that this rate is available for
groups, as every seat on an airplane is a different fare, and a group is often taking 30-50+
seats. Your travel dates and possible flexibility
will assist in securing a manageable airfare.

Need show choir music?
Custom Arrangements sells pre-arranged charts that were
chosen and designed for competition show choirs. We
obtain a license to resell these charts and offer them at much
lower prices – passing the savings on to you!

FAST AND EASY!
Online ordering • Download files immediately
Preview charts before purchase

HUNDREDS OF TITLES TO CHOOSE FROM!
Broadway • Classic Rock/Pop • Current Hits

CUSTOMARRANGEMENTS.NET
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AN EXPERIENCE WITH LIFELONG IMPACT
An International Performance Tour is an extraordinary addition to any program, giving real world
experiences that have a lifelong impact on each
and every participant. An experience of this kind
can be, and often is, life changing as some of your
students will have never experienced the world as
an international traveler and some may never get
the opportunity again.
An International Performance Tour experience
this allows us to become participants in the larger
world by bringing our energy, talents, music, and
traditions to other parts and cultures of the world
while being exposed to those you visit.

Be the impact
the world needs
and that your
ensemble deserves!

Sean Berg is the President of Sechrist Travel, LLC,
and Artistic Director of the Mill Creek Chorale and
Conductor of the Norwegian Male Chorus of Seattle.
Learn more by visiting www.SechristTravel.com or
writing info@sechristtravel.com.

Welcome to Main Street Travel Co!!!
Having a great performance is all about hard work, great att itude and making
memories. And what better way to make memories than by traveling together?
Imagine once in a lifetime training and performance opportunities, international
audiences and to top it all, free time in the Most Magical Place on Earth.
That’s right, we’re talking Walt Disney World, where it has never been a better
time to consider traveling with your students! With a winning combination of
stage performance, specialized workshops and more fun than you can believe,
Walt Disney World is your best bet for a team building trip to beat them all!
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Call today for a FREE,
NO OBLIGATION QUOTE.
We can book ANYWHERE
in the World!

1-800-593-1262

www.mainstreettravelco.com
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UK&US
CONNECTIONS:
SHOW CHOIR COLLABORATIONS
TO BUILD CONFIDENCE
AND UNITY
By: Rachel Walker

I have composed songs for most of my life, and
have enjoyed being the Musical Director for the
UK’s Euphoria Show Choir for the past four years. In
2014 I was invited to judge the Canadian Show Choir
Championships in Toronto, alongside Cirque Du
Soliel’s artistic director Tara Young, show choir
director John Baker and choreographer Damon Brown.
It was during our time in Canada that Damon and
I talked about our individual passion for songwriting,
our work with young adults and our love of
collaborating with others. After returning to our home
countries, we decided to write songs together for
show choirs across Skype!

“We realize that we share hurts, joys, troubles,
celebrations, faith and hope that transcend
oceans and distance.”
— Damon Brown
productionsmag.com
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Despite our different backgrounds, Damon and I both
have seen first-hand how show choir has changed lives.
We have watched students that were inhibited, shy, reluctant
and embarrassed to celebrate music become enthusiastic,
outgoing, and willing to explore and share their talents while
making lifelong friends.
Damon says, “What I truly love is being able to reach out
to young adults in a meaningful way. Through the art of show
choir, I’m able to affirm them, build them up, show them someone cares, impart life lessons, and hopefully help to give them
great shows and make them laugh a lot along the way.”

BUILDING CONFIDENCE
AND OVERCOMING BULLYING
It is through the medium of show choir that Damon and I have
both taught important life lessons in confidence, unity, bullying,
overcoming difficulties and supporting one another. As
students join show choir to sing, dance and perform, Damon
and I have both found that the best way to help impart these
lessons is through music, and particularly through songs which
have been composed specifically to examine these subjects.
As a singing teacher, I hear many personal stories of those
suffering from bullying. It saddens me that so many young people
are so damaged by the behaviour of others, so I resolved to
try and help in some way. After they had been through the
counselling they needed, I began to work with individuals and
small groups, helping them create something artistic from their
experiences with bullying. Some composed song lyrics, others
created works of art but they all found that the process resulted
in their attaching more positive feelings to their memories.

Choir-mart cordially invites you to
browse our complete selection of in-stock
merchandise available year round.

Step in time to our complete line of marching
band supplies and band accessories that will
give you that show stopping performance.

Custom made items are available by calling customer service. For your convenience,
our customer service representatives are ready to take your order by phone, fax,
mail or email and we now have added online ordering. No matter how you order, we
will be happy to assist you in any way we can.

For the past 25 years, Band-Mart has been servicing bands and civic groups across
the United States with top quality band accessories at the lowest prices in the
industry. Our experienced customer service representatives are ready to take your
orders by mail, email, phone, fax and we now have added online ordering.

Currently, Choir-mart features the most popular products online but if you don’t see
something you need, call us, we will do our best to get it!

Currently, band-mart accessories online features our most popular products. If you
don’t see what you need, call us, we will do our best to get it!

Remember… when a choir looks sharp, they think, act and sing their best!

Remember… when a band looks sharp, they think, act and perform their best!

www.choir-martaccessories.com | 888.399.SING | sales@choir-martaccessories.com
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www.band-martaccessories.com | 800.399.BAND | sales@band-martaccessories.com
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As students join show choir to sing, dance and
perform, Damon and I have both found that
the best way to help impart these lessons is
through music...

Euphoria Show Choir at The Royal Albert Hall in London, by photographer Bill Hiskett.

Introducing the NEW
Staging Concepts
Brand & Website
EXPERIENCE IT
FOR YOURSELF
www.stagingconcepts.com

Maximize Your Performance
• Portable Stages
• Choral Risers
• Seating Risers
• Portable Seating
• Stair Units
• Camera Platforms

Contact Us
800.337.5339
productionsmag.com
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We both want to affirm and love our students, to
pursue musical excellence with them, and to write
music playing ping-pong across the pond that will
help to give people a positive voice in their ears.
— Damon Brown

Euphoria Show Choir at The Royal Albert Hall in London, by photographer Bill Hiskett.

2. USA Kitchen Items
3. Easy System

Y

our Show Choir, School, Club, Team,
or Church will work directly with
the factory to make 40% profit.
Your FUND RAISER will sell:
• Kitchen Knives, Utensils and Gift Sets
• Cookbooks and Soy Wax Candles
• Stoneware and Quick Mixes
Rada Cutlery’s reputation for
Made in the USA quality is well
known. We have made and sold over
142,000,000 knives since 1948!
You deserve a fundraiser
that is EASY for YOU!
Celebrating 67 years of remarkable
cutlery, service and value! 1948-2015
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• Useful Products
• Tremendous Value
• Amazing Prices
Request your FREE catalog
and information packet:

1-800-311-9691

or www.RadaCutlery.com
NOTE: Dept A15PRM
Rada Cutlery is 100% American Made
– raw materials and construction!

FUND RAISE with the BEST!

Fund Raising
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Photo by Lisa Patti as featuring Jackson Prep’s Reveillon Show Choir

AN ANTI-BULLYING ANTHEM
Inspired by these brave students, I composed an
anti-bullying song called “Body On Mute,” which
Euphoria Show Choir performed in New York
during their guest spot in the 2013 FAME championship series. Following this, a British anti-bullying
charity, supported by many music stars, Olympians
and the Duchess of Cambridge, chose “Body On
Mute” as their anthem.
The song was professionally recorded and
sold to raise money so the charity could support
those who suffer from the effects of bullying. I was
humbled that my song should be chosen for such
a great honour, and was asked to talk about the
song on BBC radio and on Sky television, as it was
something that affects so many people.

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS INITIATIVE
Similarly, Damon has composed songs about
empowerment and unity, including Join Hands
for the Thirst Project, which have been performed
by show choirs across America. Damon has also
introduced the Random Acts of Kindness initiative
to show choirs he has worked with over the years.
Damon is passionate about trying to make the
world a better place, and sees each small act of
kindness as another step on that journey.
Damon says, “I’ve challenged my show choirs
to go out during camp and start destroying
negative stereotypes about teens. There could be
no payment, it couldn’t be a chore, and it had to push
them from a comfort zone. Some of these acts have
included cleaning the homes of cancer victims,
creating a SPARKLE cheer squad for mentally
challenged young ladies to become cheerleaders,
and writing letters to US servicemen and women
through Operation Gratitude, thanking them.”
It is through these common experiences that
Damon and I have come together with the same
purpose, to co-write songs for show choirs across
the world that promote kindness, unity, respect,
courage and help to break down negative
stereotypes about young adults. Our first collaboration is entitled “And So I Run,” which lyrically
speaks of exceeding our limits and how we are
stronger together.

PING-PONG ACROSS THE POND
Working long-distance with a composer is an
enlivening challenge that we are excited to continue.
Damon shares, “There’s always something exotic
and adventurous about becoming a co-worker
with someone from another part of the world.
We realize that we share hurts, joys, troubles,
celebrations, faith and hope that transcend
oceans and distance.”
Damon also notes, “I feel blessed to work with
Rachel because she’s a friend who has similar
philosophies on education. We both want to affirm
and love our students, to pursue musical excellence with them, and to write music playing pingpong across the pond that will help to give people
a positive voice in their ears.”
Damon and I are looking forward to seeing how
our songs continue to help and affirm people, and
are honoured that our songs should be used to
such a positive effect.
productionsmag.com

BODY ON MUTE by Rachel Walker
There’s a girl in that mirror,
her face I recognise.
Her skin so ghostly, she stares at me
with eyes to paralyse.
Taunted and told she was nothing,
until that’s all she could see.
Yes, it’s me in the mirror, the ghost
of all I could be.
Their words may leave a scar,
But remember who you are.
You cut me open to drain my creativity,
But I’ve awoken to the truth of my
reality.
I need to live how I’m designed,
I’m frailty and strength entwined.
Wondrously made, am I.
You put my heart on lockdown,
My body on mute.

Your shadow over me
Is absolute.
But now you are the ghost I see
‘Cause you waste your time
haunting me.
So if you catch your reflection and
don’t recognise who you see,
Just break through that mirror and
be who you’re destined to be.
Their words still leave a scar,
But remember who you are.
You cut me open to drain
my creativity,
But I’ve awoken to the
truth of my reality.
I need to live how I’m designed,
I’m frailty and strength entwined.
Wondrously made, am I.
Wondrously made, am I.

Rachel Walker is a singer, vocal teacher, songwriter, arranger and competition judge from
the United Kingdom. She is also the Musical Director for the multi award-winning Euphoria
Show Choir, and has performed with them in New York, Ireland, London and Hollywood.
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Perfecting
Choir Management:
FINDING THE IDEAL ONLINE SYSTEM FOR YOUR CHOIR
Maybe it’s the hectic pace of life in the 21st
century, or maybe it’s because there’s a
smart phone in every pocket, but it seems
like everyone is looking for a better way to
organize their choir. The clipboards, policy
binders and paper forms of decades gone
by are giving way to automation in an
online world.
If you’re the person in charge of bringing
your choir’s management system into the
digital era, where do you start? If you felt
overwhelmed, it would be understandable —
there’s an awful lot to consider!
Should you go with all free tools or pay for
some of them? Should you use separate tools
for each piece of the puzzle, or an integrated
choir management system? Unless you are a
systems engineer or a veteran of many failed
choir system implementations, invest some
time up-front and get smart on the topic. You
and your group may be living with this decision
for years to come, so a little research can pay
huge dividends.

Functional Needs
The first question is this: What should the
system do for you? Many things can be
automated these days, so here’s a basic
checklist of processes choirs are looking to
improve using online tools:
productionsmag.com

◗ Keeping track of your singers, and helping
them collaborate

◗ Invoicing and financial tools, to help with
budgeting and collecting costume, tour, and
music fees from individuals in your choir

◗ Riser placement and choreography tools
◗ Music/Repertoire organization, including
working copies of the sheet music, notes
from the director, and MP3 distribution
and learning tracking

◗ Calendar and event management, including
attendance, set lists, and rehearsal planning

◗

Communication tools to engage with
members and fans

◗ A marketing-oriented web site, to be your
face on the internet for fans and potential
incoming singers/recruits

◗ Task and project management, to keep
volunteer teams and students on-task and
accountable

◗ Patron management, to keep donations
and fundraising programs flowing

◗ Using that as a starting point, make your
own checklist of the things you want your
system to do, so you can use it to compare
your options later.
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No one loves to
change their
habits, but they
will if you lead
them in a direction
that makes sense.

Technology Basics

What’s Your Budget?

Following are some technology concerns
that deserve your attention and should
help you frame questions when choosing
the ideal service:

Basically this is a time vs. money
decision. There are some free or
inexpensive, high-quality tools available
like Google Docs for collaboration, Constant
Contact for your fan newsletter ($25/
month), and Wix.com for your public
web site. On the other hand, be ready
to manage a lot of separate passwords,
and keep a lot of lists up-to-date by
hand. A higher learning curve and
frequently cutting-and-pasting need
to be considered part of the price of a
solution with many separate parts.
If you’ve got a few dollars to spend,
you might be able to save everyone
some time and trouble by subscribing
to a complete, integrated choir system.
They charge a nominal monthly fee, but
they save you time by bringing all the
tools you need together in one place.
They also tend to offer technical support
— that alone might be worth it.

SECURITY. Greater convenience always
comes hand-in-hand with security risk.
You’ll want to make sure that whatever
system you choose, every piece of it is
protected. Individual passwords are a
must — a shared-password is a disaster
waiting to happen.
ROLES AND PERMISSIONS. Beyond
basic security, a workable system will
have role-based permissions. Your
director and administrators will need
access to parts of the system that regular
singers don’t need. Some committees
will be discussing sensitive topics, so
they will need a private area for their
conversations and documents.
BACKUPS are also critical, to protect you
from system failures and “user error.” If you
delete thirty user accounts and all their
history, can you restore the system from a
previous backup? Make sure you can!
RESPONSIVE DESIGN. It may surprise
you, but some say the desktop is already
dead. Having a system that works well
on phones and tablets is a must.
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People Strengths
Choosing the right system for your group
will also depend on whom you’re working with, and what each member of your
(volunteer) team can bring to the table.
If you have one dedicated person
with lots of spare time, you might be able
to cobble together a solution based on
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free tools. Some people actually don’t mind
“taking one for the team,” spending hours
cutting and pasting names and email
addresses into several systems to keep them
in sync. On the other hand, if collaboration
is one of your goals, an integrated platform
might be a better fit. Spreading out the
administrative work may help you avoid
“leader burnout,” and it might also help you
engage your members and volunteers more
deeply by giving them an opportunity to serve.
Creating a workable system from many
individual tools will also require more
technical know-how to create and maintain
the links between them.

COMPANY
QUESTIONS

Integrated Choir Systems

◗ Do they offer timely technical
support by phone and email?

If collaboration and convenience are important
to you and you are leaning towards an
integrated system, learn to find the best fit for
your group by asking the right questions:
SYSTEM QUESTIONS

◗ Does it have all the administrative
functions you need?

◗ Does it have all the musical functions you
need to support your director?

◗ Does it work well on phones and tablets,
as well as desktop computers?

◗ Does it fit within your budget?
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◗ Do they offer a free-trial
period, so you can take a
look first-hand?
◗ How long have they been
in business, and how many
customers do they have?
◗ Do they have customers like
your group? Can they provide
testimonials?

◗ Can they explain how they
will keep your data safe?
◗ Do they have a tutorial area
where you can learn at your
own pace?

Making Your Decision
Here’s a great way to clarify your choice. Make
a spreadsheet with your criteria down the lefthand column, and the options across the top.
Then score every box from 1 to 5, and add up
each column. You may be surprised at the
outcome! It will also help you discuss the
options with your board, or other stakeholders.

Making It Real
Once you have made your choice, you should
plan a week or two to actually implement the
new system, upload your members, repertoire
and event data, and configure it to suit
your needs.
Plan a few more weeks to train your singers,
and be prepared for a bit of resistance!
No one loves to change their habits, but they
will if you lead them in a direction that makes
sense. Change always feels chaotic, but
when the dust settles your new system will
be simpler and more functional than what it is
replacing, and you should be set up for growth
and success!

◗ Are there both written and
video support articles?
◗ Do they make regular backups, in case anything goes
wrong?

Tom Metzger is CEO of Groupanizer. Learn
more by visiting www.groupanizer.com
or
calling Direct +1 604.451-7447 or Toll free:
Groupanizer: +1 604.451.7464 or North America
Toll Free: 866.436.6565 x101.
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Buyer’s
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✱ AUDITORIUMS AND
ACOUSTICS
Acoustics First
2247 Tomlyn St., Richmond, VA 23230
888-765-2900 or 800-342-2900
www.acousticsfirst.com
Acoustics First designs, manufactures,
distributes and sells acoustical panels
and sound-proofing materials to control
sound and eliminate noise. These sound
and noise control products include
sound absorbers, diffusers, noise
barriers, and vibration control devices
from people who have been giving
out sound advice for over 30 years.
The principals of Acoustics First have
been in the acoustics business since
the seventies, when they introduced
industrial foam as an acoustic panel for
recording studios. We now supply many
types of acoustical materials including
acoustical foams, fabric wrapped
panels, sound diffusers, noise barrier
materials, acoustical fabrics, bass traps,
& ceiling treatments.
StageRight
495 Pioneer Parkway, Clare, MI 48617
800-438-4499
www.StageRight.com
Bringing over 25 years of innovative
solutions and products, StageRight
stood at the forefront in platform design
and application. We have products
and services that can be applied
to meet the design intent of any space.
We welcome the input of the designer
and end user, so that the end result
exceeds expectations in both aesthetics
and functionality. Our sturdy and
durable materials offer you a solid
investment that will continue to exceed
your needs for years to come. Let
us know how we can help you solve
the challenges of the ever changing
environment. Please contact us for
design consultation, budgeting and
specifications. A solution is only a
phone call or click away.
Staging Concepts
7008 Northland Drive North
Minneapolis, MN 55428
763-533-2094
www.stagingconcepts.com
Staging
Concepts’
performance
equipment provides solutions to
accommodate demanding performance
schedules
and
unique
theatre
spaces. The easy-to-install equipment
Photo by Victoria Schwarzl for Show Choir Canada
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allows for a variety of performances
and events to be staged in the
same space. Equipment includes
extremely
durable
performance
staging, orchestra pit fillers, trap
platforms, stage extensions, seating
risers, choral risers, acoustical shells,
ADA platforms, and custom applications
to a wide range of worldwide venues:
performing arts centers, theatres,
arenas, convention centers, worship
facilities, schools, hotels and more.
Staging Concepts’ full equipment line
is designed and engineered to provide
maximum flexibility for challenging
configurations that demand quick and
easy setup.
Wenger
555 Park Drive
Owatonna, MN 55060-0448
1-800-4Wenger (493-6437)
www.wengercorp.com
Wenger Corporation provides innovative,
high-quality products and solutions
for music and theatre education,
performing arts and athletic equipment
storage and transport. For more
than 60 years Wenger has been
listening to what our customers
need and then designing and
manufacturing innovative, durable and
functional
products
to
meet
those needs. Wenger pioneered
sound isolation in practice rooms
and now offers modular rooms with
virtual acoustic technology (VAE) and
built-in digital recording/playback.
Products
include
pre-engineered
acoustical
doors,
sound-isolating
music practice rooms, acoustical shells,
instrument and equipment storage
cabinets, audience seating, portable
stage platforms and staging systems,
tiered risers, music furniture and more.

✱ CLINICS AND
COMPETITIONS
California Show Choir Academy:
June 25-29, 2015
6246 N. Cartwright Ave.
North Hollywood, CA 91606
818-533-8502
www.showchoiracademy.com
Academy Exclusives: (1) Expert Educators
--The teachers responsible for some of
the biggest names in show choir come
together for an incredible week of music
and fun; (2) Teacher Rotation—Every
student gets to work with every teacher
and share the same incredible opportunities. Students benefit from multiple
perspectives; (3) The lights are bright!
Students get to sightsee at a popular
Hollywood hotspot in addition to a
final performance with Powerhouse on
stage at John Burroughs High School!
Complete our online registration
process with easy payment options.
Space is limited, so reserve your spot
now! Teachers with 10 or more students
attending will have their registration
fee waived!
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Show Choir Canada
Championships
736 Bathurst Street
Toronto, Ontario, M5S 2R4
1-877-90GLEEK (x232)
www.showchoircanada.com
Since 2011, Canada’s best show
choirs have converged on Toronto for
the ultimate glee club competition:
Show Choir Canada Championships.
Participants from Canada, U.S.,
and beyond have the opportunity
to perform in a state-of-the-art
theatre, receive feedback from an
international panel of professional
adjudicators, entertain an appreciative audience of peers, fans, and
family, compete for an international
title, and experience world-class
theatre and attractions in Toronto.
Spearheaded by arts industry leaders, SCC is committed to inspiring
participants to work together
through song and dance to achieve
a common goal of excellence and
grow and develop as individuals.
Show Choir National Championship
Series: FAME Events
7255 E Hampton Ave, Ste 127
Mesa, AZ 85209
800-289-6441
www.showchoirs.org

Though FAME has promoted the
Show Choir Cup as the National
Championship since 1996, it was
not until 2011 that a complete Show
Choir National Championship
Series was introduced. This new
format not only provided a National
Championship event for Show
Choirs but a means to qualify for
this event. Show Choirs register to
participate in one of a series of six
regional competitions to determine
the National Finalists. The National
Finalists then receive a bid for
participation in the National
Championships. The 2014 season
events are in Branson, Chicago,
New York, Orlando, Hollywood,
with Show Choir Finals in April.

✱ COSTUMES AND
ACCESSORIES
Choir Mart Accessories
11842 NE 29th Street
Elkhart, IA 50073
888-399-SING (7464) or
515-367-5003
www.choir-martaccessories.com
Choir Mart has been servicing
choir and civic groups across the
United States and Canada for over
25 years with top quality choir
accessories at the lowest price in

the industry. We have a complete
line of formal/concert wear and show
choir apparel including tuxedos,
shirts, vests, blouses, skirts, men’s
and women’s concert/dance shoes
and dresses. Bowties, Cummerbunds,
Ties, Suspenders, Jewelry, Nylon/
Vinyl Garment bags, Conductor
Podiums and Storage/Uniform
Racks are some of the accessories
we offer. Choir Robes are also
available from our own Murphy
Robe Sales Consultant. Remember:
when a choir looks sharp, they
think, act and sing their best!
Dornink Show Choir Costumes
518 E. Grand Avenue
Des Moines, Iowa 50309
515-255-7528
www.dorninkshowchoir.com
Dornink, a custom design fashion
house in Des Moines, Iowa, can
create your show choir costumes
to perfectly complement your set.
Choose from our many styles or
design your own and let us make
your vision a reality. Dornink
styles can be customized to fit
your set and your budget. Dornink
has over 22 years of experience
creating show choir costumes.

Acoustics First

Founder Faythe Dornink began
custom sewing costumes for her
daughters in show choir in 1992.
Since then, designer and daughter Sarah Dornink, educated and
trained in New York, has joined the
business. Sarah and Faythe will
personally work with you to custom
design your costumes and create
the perfect set.
Satin Stitches Ltd.
11894 Round Lake Blvd. N.W.
Minneapolis, MN 55433
763-323-9507 or 1-800-48-SATIN
www.satinstitches.com
Real Custom...Real Quality For
35 Years! At Satin Stitches, we
pride ourselves on producing
couture
quality
performance
costumes and uniforms, right
here at our showroom/production
facility in Minneapolis. We do not
cut corners on quality and do not
just simply “customize” stock styles
and call it “custom.” You can only
appreciate and understand our
superior Satin Stitches quality if
you see and wear it for yourself. So
don’t hesitate to call or email with
questions about what we can do
for you!

®

Materials to Control Sound and Eliminate Noise

™

Sonora® Panels

U.S. Space & Rocket Center

Toll Free

1-888-765-2900
Web: http://www.acousticsfirst.com
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✱ FUNDRAISING
Bagus Custom Flip Flops
179-C Roymar
Oceanside, CA 92058
760-721-1045
www.baguscustom.com
Bagus Custom Flip Flops provides totally customized
flip flops for your show choir, school, team, club
or class. Made in your colors and customized
with your mascot or logo, sell them as a fund
raiser, add them to your logo wear, or use them
as a member appreciation gift. Our top quality
flip flops are retail quality, durable, comfortable,
and stylish. Raise spirit as well as funds! With
over 25 years of experience and our top rated
customer service, we make it easy for you. Visit
our website today at www.baguscustom.com to
see how easy it is to get started.
Dutch Mill Bulbs
PO Box 407 Hershey, PA 17033-0407
800-533-8824
www.dutchmillbulbs.com
Dutch Mill Bulbs originated Flower Bulb Fundraising
over 50 years ago. Our Fall Fundraising Program
and Spring Fundraising Program offer easy-tosell and easy-to-grow varieties of flower bulbs
and bare root perennials. We’ve helped tens of
thousands of groups exceed their fundraising
goals with our Flower Bulb Fundraising
Programs. Our Fundraising Program is the
perfect flower bulb fundraiser for your group

to fundraise while “going green” with our
eco-friendly, economically priced no-risk
Fundraising Programs. Since its inception, Dutch
Mill Bulbs has been recognized for outstanding
service, value, quality and reliability. You
can count on us for your most successful
fundraiser ever!
Fun Pasta
P.O. Box 159245, Nashville, TN 37215
800-247-0188
www.funpastafundraising.com
Fun Pasta Fundraising is new and unique! Sell
Pasta in “fun shapes” like musical notes, sports,
holidays, collegiate logos & more! Healthy and
fun foods for the entire family! Need a great choir
fundraising idea? We can help! Earning up
to 50% profit, you can sell from our brochure
and also online with your webpage link! Free
brochures & free shipping! Prizes include iTunes
or Wal-Mart gift cards. Some of the benefits of
our program are: One-of-a-Kind products, made
in the USA, affordable price points, healthy and
fun, long shelf life, easy distribution – no melting
or refrigeration, Online Leader Dashboard, and
Auto Alert Marketing Tool for sellers. Have Fun,
eat pasta, and raise money!
Little Ol’ Cookie House
305 Main Street, Little River, KS 67457
800-276-4770 or 620-897-6665
www.cookiehouse.com
Why Choose Little Ol’ Cookie House Gourmet
Cookie Dough? Superior Product Quality-since

FUNDRAISING

Flip Flops

day one we’ve been committed to making
the finest cookie dough we know how, the “finest
in the world” is our aim. Extraordinary Customer
Service--as we state it “Our Customers are
Our Friends.” We attempt to live this commitment
every hour of every day. It is our Company
Mantra; it guides our way of making decisions
and executing them. Your customers will enjoy
delicious homemade cookies fresh from-theoven without the mess and hassle of mixing
from scratch.
Rada Mfg Co. Fundraising
PO Box 838, Waverly, IA 50677
800-311-9691 or 1-319-352-5454
www.radacutlery.com/fundraising
Rada Cutlery Fundraising features 100% Made
in the USA kitchen products – kitchen knives,
utensils, gift sets (also cookbooks, stoneware,
soy wax candles and quick mixes). There are
no upfront costs and your group will make
a 40% profit. The Rada Cutlery fundraising
system is designed to meet the needs of group
leaders and the fundraising participants: 99%
of all orders ship out in two working days, our
forms and catalogs evolve based on customer
feedback, and we offer an Internet Fundraising
option so you easily collect orders from out-oftown families and friends.
Yankee Candle
P.O. Box 110, South Deerfield, MA 01373
800-351-1533
www.yankeecandlefundraising.com
5 Reasons Yankee Candle® Fundraising is
so successful: (1) Friends and family know and
enjoy buying America’s Best Loved Candle™;
(2) You earn 40% profit for your organization;
(3) People love having a trusted, healthy
alternative to sweets and inferior products;
(4) We make fundraising easy with features
like individually packaging each seller’s order;
(5) With two selling seasons you have more
opportunity to raise money. Last year we helped
raise over $34 million for more than 23,000
fundraising groups. Get started today with easy,
profitable fundraising the Yankee Candle® way.
Our fundraising website makes it simpler to raise
more money from anywhere in the USA. Call or
visit us online to sign up for a Spring sale today!

✱ LIGHTING AND SOUND
FUND
YOUR
NEXT
ACT

BagusCustom.com • 760.721.1045
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Audix
9400 SW Barber St., Wilsonville OR, 97070
502-682-6933
www.audixusa.com
Audix commenced in 1984 with a mission that
remains unchanged: To design, engineer,
and manufacture high performing, innovative
products that contribute to the advancement
of the professional audio industry. Year after
year Audix microphones are recognized for
their innovative design, performance, quality,
durability and value. Audix is determined to
push the limits of technology. From concept to
completion, our on-site research and development
team combine with an in-house manufacturing
facility, enable us to proudly provide products
designed at our Wilsonville, Oregon, headquarters.
Audix continues to evolve as we strive to provide
you with products that exceed your expectations.
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Full Compass
9770 Silicon Prairie Pkwy, Madison, WI 53593
800-476-9886 or 608-831-7330
www.fullcompass.com
Full Compass is a national leader in Professional
Audio, Professional Video, A/V, Lighting and
Musical Instrument sales. For over 30 years, our
goal has been to provide the best possible value
with exceptional customer service. We offer
over 700 top equipment brands including Shure,
Yamaha, Panasonic, Sony, JBL, Sennheiser,
Canon, QSC , Audio-Technica, Crown and much
more. We also provide services such as computer
systems integration, lighting design, and rentals.
Full Compass is also an authorized service center
and parts distributor for most of the major
manufacturers we carry.

✱ MUSIC AND MUSIC PRODUCTS
Breeze Tunes Productions:
Show Choir Arrangements by Garrett Breeze
Nashville, TN
(317) 696-8855
www.breezetunes.com
Now located in Nashville, TN, Breeze Tunes
Productions specializes in creating high-quality, competitive arrangements tailored to
fit your choir’s show design, skill level, and

budget! Choose from hundreds of previously
arranged songs available to license or order a
new arrangement. Our clients regularly appear
on radio and television, tour internationally, and
receive critical acclaim at regional, state, and
national competitions. We are proud to help
show choir directors produce high quality shows
while staying within their budget. We believe
that show choir arrangements work best when
the arranger is a part of the team, communicating
with choreographers and directors.

Vu
9770 Silicon Prairie Pkwy., Madison, WI 53593
608-831-1946 or 800-828-0509
www.fullcompass.com/brand/VU.html
Vu is a premier manufacturer of professional
products under the Vu® and Cable Up® brand
names. Our products consist of quality cables,
headphones, microphones, mounts, distribution
amplifiers, stands and much more for the audio,
video, A/V and M.I. markets. We are dedicated
to using the latest technology that delivers the
performance you need and stands the test of time.

✱ MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE
Charms Office Assistant
3001 Century Drive
Rowlett, TX 75088
214-556-1912
www.charmsoffice.com
Charms Office Assistant is an easy-to-use
online database system, designed by music
teachers, to help you run your student
programs more efficiently—organizing student
contact info, inventory, music library, and uniforms
—while tracking all financial transactions by
student, including fees, fundraisers, trips, and
more. Charms is simply the most cost-effective
product of its kind out there (less than $1 per
day!), and is designed to give the Director more
time to do what they should be doing—teaching
music! Visit our website (www.charmsoffice.com/
register.asp) for a 60-day No-Obligation Trial,
and discover the Charms system for yourself.
Groupanizer Music Group Management
202 - 4012 Cambie Street
Vancouver, BC V5Z 2X8
1-866-436-6565
www.groupanizer.com
This is most complete choir management
website 0 0 in the world, with communication
and collaboration tools, music-specific features
like riser/choreography placement, song learning, rehearsal planning and more, all in one
place. Just imagine the ease of always knowing
where to find music charts, learning tracks, event
details, and connecting with your singers and
musicians with rehearsal schedules, set lists,
and more. Groupanizer streamlines the tasks
associated with show choir management so
you can spend more time inspiring your singers
Visit our website at www.groupanizer.com/productions for a 30 day free trial.
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music stands worldwide. From our full line
of music stands to our innovative accessories
that answer our customers’ needs, at Manhasset
we bring you the very best.

Custom Arrangements
Inner Grove Heights, MN 55077
651-497-1595
www.customarrangements.net
Unlike other choral music catalogs, Custom
Arrangements only sells music that was specifically
arranged for SHOW CHOIR. Every uptempo
chart has dance breaks, features high-octane
accompaniments, and downtempo charts are
designed to keep the intensity of a show flowing.
We feature charts by not just one arranger but
several of the top arrangers across the entire
country. You can transpose a chart for no extra
charge, and you receive ALL available voicings
of any chart that you purchase! Finally, you do
not need to secure any extra permissions when
you buy charts from our catalog -- everything is
pre-licensed.
Manhasset Specialty Company
www.manhasset-specialty.com
Quality is the number one priority. From its
earliest days, Manhasset has striven to produce
products of only the highest quality. Constant
quality control inspections (throughout all phases
of manufacturing, assembly and packaging)
assure that the products leaving our facilities
meet the high standard of quality and excellence
that Manhasset has built its reputation on for 75+
years. Since 1935, we have been the undisputed
leader in the manufacturing of concert style

Music Arrangement Services
Boswell, IN 47921
1-800-725-2243
www.showchoirmusic.com
Music Arrangement Services, Inc. offers show
choir music for high schools, colleges and middle
schools. Arrangement packages include full
scores and reference recordings for you and
your choreographer.
Music Arrangement
Services, Inc. strives to provide the highest
quality arrangements possible so that your
competition show choir may excel. Workshops
and adjudication services are also available.
Since the early 1990’s, Music Arrangement
Services, Inc. has provided quality arrangements
to groups from coast to coast.

✱ TRAVEL
Main Street Travel
P.O. Box 1362, White House, TN
615-345-6663 or 1-800-593-1262
www.mainstreettravelco.com
We specialize in Disney Destinations! All of the
agents at Main Street Travel Co. specialize in
Disney Destinations. Our love and passion for

Disney will help guide you to the most magical
Disney Vacation ever! Book your next Disney
Vacation with Main Street Travel Co. & receive
personal concierge level service! We will help
you with dining reservations, park touring tips,
build your choir a Personalized Itinerary & monitor
your reservation for the most current promotions
to save you money! We love what we do, and
we are ready to help you get started!! Call today
for a free, no obligation quote. We can book
anywhere in the world!
Peak Performance Tours
1720 Kendarbren Drive, Suite 722
Jamison, PA 18929
215-598-8690 or 800-220-0165
www.peakperformancetours.com
Since 1994, Peak Performance Tours has been
helping plan everything from music tours to student travel adventures--in destinations throughout North America and internationally. Specializing in music performance tours, our student
travel programs blend performance, fun, education and ease to create an itinerary balance that
can be enjoyed by all. When Peak Performance
takes on a tour, our staff of highly skilled coordinators works with you directly every step of the
way—from concept to completion—in designing
the perfect package that is an exceptional tour,
while still meeting your budget objectives.

MUSIC IS POWER
It all begins with a song
Our arrangement packages include
all scores and permissions as well as a reference
recording for you and your choreographer.

Enjoy a show choir camp
experience that will have you
working with the finest instructors
in California. Directors and
choreographers rotate to ensure
that students have the best
experience possible!

Music Arrangement Services, inc.

JUNE 25-29, 2015
www.showchoiracademy.com
info@showchoiracademy.com
32 PRODUCTIONS

www.showchoirmusic.com | phone: 615.491.2187
songsrus@showchoirmusic.com
productionsmag.com

productionsmag.com

FEBRUARY 2015 33

AD INDEX
COMPANY NAME.............................................................................PAGE NO.

COMPANY NAME.............................................................................PAGE NO.

Acoustics First............................................................................................32

Little Ol’ Cookie House............................................................................16

Audix............................................................................................................. 33

Main Street Travel...................................................................................... 17

Bagus............................................................................................................30

Manhasset................................................................................................... 34

Breeze Tunes Productions......................................................................12

Music Arrangements Services Inc.......................................................32

Charms.........................................................................................................26

Peak Performance Travel........................................................................15

Choir Mart....................................................................................................20

Rada...............................................................................................................22

Custom Arrangements.............................................................................16

Satin Stitches............................................................................. back cover

Dornink..........................................................................................................10

Show Choir Academy..............................................................................32

Dutch Mill Bulbs............................................................................................3

Show Choir Canada.................................................................................35

FAME.............................................................................................................. 31

StageRight......................................................................................................4

FDW/VU Corp............................................................................................... 11

Staging Concepts.......................................................................................21

Full Compass Systems............................................................................. 13

Wenger...........................................................................................................
2
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Over 100 shapes
FREE Brochures

Groupanizer................................................................................................. 31

FREE Shipping

Made in the U.S.A.

Over 100
shapes for all
occasions!
FREE
Brochures
FREE
Shipping

The number one choice of
schools, symphonies & orchestras
worldwide since 1935.
Unequalled Quality

Visit us at www.manhasset-specialty.com.
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UP TO

LEARN MORE
OR SIGN UP NOW!

1-800-247-0188

50%
PROFIT!

WWW.FUNPASTAFUNDRAISING.COM
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Toronto
APRIL 16, 2016
international title

yet?
ye
yet

GOT ONE

REGISTER/MORE INFORMATION

www.showchoircanada.com/to16

“From
beautiful
facilities to
wonderful
hosts, …
special,
memorable,
welcoming
and FUN for
every single
person
involved!”
~ Damon
Brown, U.S.
show choir
choreographer /
adjudicator
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4290 Hwy 52 Suite G
Helena, AL 35080

Solo
Solo Dance
Dance && Group
Group Show
ShowChoir
ChoirCostumes
Costumes

763-323-9507 •• satinstitches.com
satinstitches.com
763-323-9507
763-323-9507

satinstitches.com

