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When it comes to show choir   

  PLATFORMS,  
                there’s no competition.

S t a g e T e k ™  b y  W e n g e r ®

800-4WENGER (493-6437)   www.wengercorp.com

Engineered to provide superior performance from set-up to strike.

Take a look at StageTek’s scorecard and you’ll see the Wenger advantage in every category. 
No other portable stage has been designed and tested with the capability and features that 
matter most to show choir.

 ❏ Simple setup that doesn’t require a professional crew 
	 ❏ Lightweight decks that save your back and hands
	 ❏ Incredible strength for large groups, equipment, pianos, etc. 
	 ❏ Safe, stable & secure for your peace of mind 
	 ❏ Performance versatility for unlimited configurations 
	 ❏ Best warranty to protect your investment

Wenger has been building world-class portable stages  
for nearly seventy years. For more information –  
including specifications, load test results,  
features, and accessories – please  
call for a brochure or visit us online.

StageTek is a complete staging 
system! By interchanging decks, 
leg heights and accessories, you’ll 
find that the number of config-
urations and uses around your 
facility is limitless. Combine that 
with easy transportation, setup 
and storage, and you’ll see why 
StageTek is such a hit. 

“At our national show choir 
championships, StageTek 
platforms were used from 7:00 
a.m. until midnight by 1,800 
singers. It was a good test for 
the platforms and they held up 
beautifully.”

–  Joel Biggs, President / Executive 
Producer & Bert Johnson,  
Vice President / Producer,  
FAME Events

“Wenger hit a home run with 
StageTek. They’re a great 
addition to our show choir 
program. The kids work for 
so long to put together these 
great shows that having great 
equipment to sing and dance 
on is imperative.”

–  Jeff Kelly, Choral Director, 
Bloomington Jefferson High 
School, Bloomington, MN
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StageTek by 
Wenger is MORE 
than a show 
choir platform.

Sample configurations:

Accessories:

ADA Ramp

See our website for even more accessories.

NEW!

What StageTek  
    users are saying...
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Dutch Mill Bulbs originated fundraising-with–flower bulbs over 50 years ago. Our fall and spring fundraising 

programs offer easy-to-sell and easy-to-grow varieties of bulbs and bare root perennials. We’ve helped 

tens of thousands of groups exceed their fundraising goals with our guaranteed-to-grow product and 

“no hidden cost” flower bulb fundraising programs.

Dutch Mill Bulbs is the perfect fundraiser for your group. Schools, PTA’s, PTO’s, sports and athletic teams, 

cheerleaders, dance ensembles, booster clubs, academic clubs, marching bands, concert bands, choral 

groups, drama clubs, libraries, choirs, community groups, churches, and scouts – to name but a few 

– have all successfully raised funds by “going green” with our eco-friendly, economically priced no-risk 

fundraising programs. Since its inception, Dutch Mill Bulbs has been recognized for outstanding service, 

value, quality and reliability. You can count on us for your most successful fundraiser ever! 

1.800.533.8824 | dutchmillbulbs.com

• Earn at least 50% profit on each sale!

•  Free Sales Brochures

•  Free Shipping

•  No Hidden Costs!

• Prizes and Cash Rewards!

• It’s Fun! It’s Easy!
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YOUNG DIRECTOR BRINGS 
COMMITMENT AND 
DEVOTION TO JACKSON 
ACADEMY’S ENCORE

THE YELLOW WALLPAPER: 
THINKING OUTSIDE 
THE BOX AND WITHIN 
THE WALLS
by Cassidy Clevenger

All jobs come with certain taxing demands—

early mornings, late nights, needy clients, 

and so on; however, those who work in a 

creative medium face a special challenge. 

Those who must constantly create and be 

innovative must pursue a vision until the 

muses descend from the skies and bless the 

artist with a new vision.

6

Amy Whittenton knew as a child she wanted to 

be a teacher. Her experiences as a member of 

Encore, the award-winning Upper School show 

choir at Jackson Academy in Jackson, Mississippi, 

were more than just about friendships, fun, and 

competition: They led to a career path.
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24

by Nell Floyd
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The 
Yellow  
Wallpaper
THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX AND WITHIN THE WALLS
by Cassidy Clevenger

All jobs come with certain taxing demands—early mornings, 

late nights, needy clients, and so on; however, those who work 

in a creative medium face a special challenge. Those who must 

constantly create and be innovative must pursue a vision until 

the muses descend from the skies and bless the artist with a new 

vision. While not every idea is awe-inspiring, that only makes 

the bottle-captured lightning all the more revolutionary. Though 

many in the performing arts have a solidified and individualized 

creative process in place, seeing how others develop ideas and 

work through conflicts can be helpful, and hopefully prompt 

those languorous muses to stop resting and get grinding. 
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Private Label Specialty Coffee, Tea and Instants.

www.schoolspiritcoffee.com     800-570-1443

45 – 50 % PROFIT
Designed to be Profitable and Simple.

The fundraiser you love, 
the products you enjoy!

The Yellow Wallpaper continued

The Birth of An Idea
In 2018, show choir director Trent Buglewicz 
and choreographer Lexi Robson began working 
on their vision for a group of students from 
Linn-Mar high school to perform a show choir 
rendition of Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s short 
story, “The Yellow Wallpaper.” When the two 
were brainstorming their competition show, they 
had two goals: to be groundbreaking and to 
be relatable. Buglewicz explained he remem-
bered reading the story in an AP literature class, 
and he was hugely impacted by the horror of 
the subject matter. Robson endorsed the idea, 
because considering the current cultural climate 
surrounding women’s mental health, this could 
be a great opportunity to create a show with a 
hefty, yet relevant message of advocacy. 

When it came time to decide what music to 
choose, after establishing the late-nineteenth 
century time period, Robson and Buglewicz 
focused their attention on developing the 
protagonists; it was important for them to show 
how the loving characters, Charlotte and John, 
met, married, and started a family. Shortly after, 
however, Charlotte fell deep into postpartum 
depression—all of this character development 
took place in one song.
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Professionally produced rehearsal tracks
for every chart!  

Dozens of brand new arrangements
every year! 

Several complete show packages available
at a 10% discount!

Can’t fi nd a song that’s right for your show? Contact 
us to see if we can license and add your desired title to 
our catalog—or have a custom-written original song 
created just for your group!  

We accept credit cards as well as purchase orders, 
so don’t miss a beat—order, download, and start
rehearsing your music in minutes!

HIGH QUALITY
SHOW CHOIR
ARRANGEMENTS
ShowChoirStock.com — the only website
that sells nothing but show choir arrangements 
you can purchase and use immediately!

We sell high quality stock arrangements at affordable prices that 
DON’T need any further licensing! That’s right—you’ll never have to 
go through the extra hassle and expense of using a third party company
in order to perform the music you buy from ShowChoirStock.com.

From this point forward in the show, the 

audience is locked in the yellow wallpapered 

room with Charlotte. The combination of set 

design, song choice, and choreography places 

the viewer in Charlotte’s position, and allows 

everyone to feel the same isolated frisson as 

the lead becomes further detached from reality 

and entrenched in consuming hallucinations.

Next, Buglewicz and Robson enlisted the 

help of nationally recognized, award-winning 

choreographer April James. James’s creative 

process involved her focusing on the biggest 

numbers first, such as the opener and closer, 

and then moving to the middle song that set 

the story. James explained that working from a 

piece of literature offered a special advantage, 

as opposed to a movie or musical, because 

she could generate her own vision of the 

characters.

In addition to telling the story, James and 

Robson wanted to capitalize on the talent of 

the fifty-six Linn-Mar students. The combi-

nation of strong dancers, singers, and actors 

allowed this team of visionaries to be inspired 

by their students and highlight the teenagers’ 

separate strengths.
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The Process
Once Buglewicz, Robson, and James knew 

what they wanted out of the show, it was time to 

get into the nitty-gritty of it all. James explained 

that while developing the choreography, ideas 

would start flooding out of her, and quickly the 

task become one of narrowing and refining. 

Her passion for the show granted her the gift 

of big ideas, and the talent of the students 

brought these ideas to life—albeit, an eerie, 

unnerving life.

Early in the show’s development, Buglewicz 

and Robson knew they wanted the performers 

to emerge from the wallpaper, and virtually 

overtake Charlotte. In the short story, Charlotte 

says, “Up and down and sideways they crawl, 

and those absurd, unblinking eyes are every-

where…[the wallpaper] dwells in my mind so!”

Encapsulating this moment was made 

possible by Buglewicz’s brother, Kevin 

Buglewicz, who  was the mastermind behind 

conceptualization of the yellow wallpaper 

pattern. He then worked with the costumer 

and company to ensure that the students could 

be perfectly camouflaged within Charlotte’s 

personified madness.

The Yellow Wallpaper continued

TAKE YOUR PERFORMANCE 
TO THE NEXT LEVEL 

www.stagingconcepts.com

When clients want top quality, innovative 
solutions, they come to Staging Concepts. 

Enhance the look and sound of your 
performance, while keeping your performers 

safe, with the latest in portable staging 
equipment.

Because our in-house design team consists of experienced, 
knowledgeable, and dedicated engineers, we have the expertise 
to produce superior products with meticulous craftsmanship. 
Come find out more about us. 

Contact us today to get a 
quote for your next project!

 
800.337.5339
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Tackling Hard Topics
The topics of postpartum depression and 
psychosis are not typical in the world of show 
choir, nor are they ideas most people are 
comfortable exploring. Buglewicz, Robson, 
and James all expressed how therapeutic the 
process of epitomizing these issues was for 
them, as well as their students.

Delving into the intensity of the show gave 
James an opportunity for her to work through 
some of her personal anxieties; she playfully 
(with pun intended) noted it gave her ground 
to “exercise her demons.”

Similarly, during one of the first full costume 
run-throughs, the lead playing Charlotte began 
sobbing during a ballad. Robson, concerned, 
thought perhaps the student had injured 
herself. When Robson went to check on her, 
the student expressed how overwhelmed she 
was with Charlotte’s emotionality—the girl 
was devastated by the betrayal and injustice 
Charlotte was experiencing.

 
A Difficult but Rewarding Journey
Buglewicz and Robson were also very open to 
sharing how the creative process is not always 
a smooth one. James noted that she does the 

Like all other Staging Concepts 
equipment, the Bravado Acoustical 
Shell System is designed to perform 
to the highest standards in quality, 
durability, and visual appeal. 
Captivate your audience and make 
the most out of your performances 
with our unrivaled acoustical shells. 

For more information, call 800-337-5339 or 

visit .

CONTACT  US

BRAVO FOR THE

BRAVADO   ACOUSTICAL 
SHELL SYSTEM

TM
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breezetunes.com    garrett@breezetunes.com

we offer:

■  New Custom Arrangements

■  Previously Arranged Titles

■  Rehearsal Clinics

■  Video Critiques

■  Tracks Made With Studio Musicians

■  Adjudication at Competitions

show choir arrangements

Breeze Tunes Productions specializes 

in creating high-quality, competitive 

arrangements tailored to fi t your choir’s 

show design, skill level, and budget!

bulk of her preparation and choreography alone, so that 
she can decipher her ideas and realize her vision more 
effectively. Buglewicz and Robson, on the other hand, create 
as a team, occasionally in real-time with the students. But 
as Robson explained, trial and error is what will ultimately 
lead to success. 

The creative team repeatedly mentions their love for 
the students and how powerful the experience was for 
all involved. Yes, the show was received well in compe-
tition, but that was not the top priority of the director and 
choreographers.

After the show debuted, Buglewicz, Robson, and James 
were approached by numerous affected audience members, 
adolescents and adults alike. The team received countless 
emails from audience members expressing how impressed 
they were by the performers’ maturity and ability to portray 
a story of this magnitude.

An emotionally challenging journey rewarded not only 
the talented team who put the show together and the 
students who performed the show, but also all the audience 
members who were honored to experience this moment 
with them.

The Yellow Wallpaper continued

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Cassidy Clevenger is a Samford University 

alum. She is currently in graduate school at Samford in the MSW 

program, while working as a freelance writer.



PORTABLE SOUND SYSTEMS
DURABLE  |  WIRELESS  |  EASY TO USE

LEARN MORE TODAY!
anchoraudio.com/PUPN   |   800.262.4671 

Amplifying Your Campus Events for Over 40 Years

Crisp, Clear  
Voice Amplification

Easily Set Up  
in Seconds 

Battery Powered
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Perfect for Indoor  
and Outdoor Events





A solid, reliable stage  
platform with extraordinary  
versatility to meet the needs for  
any configurations of show choir risers.

 

Z-800  
Show Choir 
Performance  
Riser

Whether used as a seated music riser, multi-purpose stage, or show choir riser, the 
Z-System’s innovative bracing system provides maximum stability with a return on 
investment that will extend your budget dollars.

Minimize your initial investment, save on storage space, and eliminate the need for 
separate riser systems for different events by simply reconfiguring your StageRight 
Z-800 supports. Stage system includes dual-sided, reversible decks, and Z-system 
supports.

Unlimited Configurations
Arrange different layouts — show-choir, jazz 
platform, seated choral, or band risers — which 
can all use the same components. Pie shaped, 
30 degree decks are available, as well as 3’ or 
4’ deck depth to accommodate seated band or 
standing choir riser configurations.

Simple Setup
Setup simply involves unfolding the portable 
staging support into a Z shape and placing a 
deck on it. Tapered locator nodes align decks 
and secure quickly and without the use of tools. 
Z-800 supports fold down to a minimal storage 
footprint at the conclusion of your event.

Solid One-Piece Portable Stage 
Support
Save time and labor with fast, simple setup and 
storage. No tools are required, and there are no 
loose parts to lose. Horizontal bracing eliminates 
sway and creak, creating an incredibly stable, 
wobble-free platform. Safety is paramount, 
and with our StageRight deck in place, Z-800 
Portable Staging Supports cannot accidentally 
fold or collapse during use.

versatile choral risers | z-sYsteM





Amy Whittenton knew as a child she 

wanted to be a teacher. Her experiences 

as a member of Encore, the award-winning 

Upper School show choir at Jackson 

Academy in Jackson, Mississippi, were 

more than just about friendships, fun, and 

competition: They led to a career path.

YOUNG 
DIRECTOR  

BRINGS COMMITMENT  
AND DEVOTION 
TO JACKSON 

ACADEMY’S ENCORE
by Nell Floyd
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“During my junior year, I became an Encore 
captain,” said Whittenton, who always loved 
to sing. “As a captain, I had to re-teach chore-
ography, clean choreography, and help 
students learn their music. I had to explain 
things to my peers. I felt comfortable doing 
that and learned I was good at it. That’s when 
I knew I wanted to major in music education 
in college.”

 

At Home in School
Whittenton earned a bachelor’s degree 
in music education from Mississippi State 
University in 2016 and uses it daily at JA, the 
school she attended as a four-year-old child 
through graduation from high school in 2012. 

At just age 25, Whittenton is the choral 
music director for both Middle School and 
Upper School at JA, the largest independent 
school in the Jackson area. In the 2018-2019 
academic year, she became the first alumna 
to direct Encore, which she first saw perform 
as a fourth grader at the school and aspired 
to join when she became old enough.

Steve McCartney, head of Upper School 
at JA, said Whittenton has the skills for the job 
plus firsthand knowledge of JA’s reputation 

for excellence, noting, “She was a vital part 
of JA's musical productions and show choirs 
when she was a student at JA,” he said. “Her 
insight as a former student, her talent as a 
choral instructor, and her enthusiasm are just 
the right combination for our students.” 

 

Attaché Alum  
Understands the Demands
McCartney knows from experience the 
commitment and devotion that a topnotch 
show choir demands. As a student, he played 
trombone in the band that accompanied 
Attaché, the award-winning show choir at 
Clinton High School in Clinton, Mississippi, 
and served as the group’s instrumental 
director for seven years after graduation. 

"I have been fortunate to play in the JA 
show choir band and in the orchestra of the 
school musical with Amy at the helm,” he said. 
“Her passion, expertise, and leadership are 
the right combination to continue to build on 
the strong programs we have in place."

Whittenton recalls songs from her show 
choir days such as the Elvis Presley hits “Blue 
Suede Shoes” and “A Little Less Conversation” 
and admits there are still sparkly dresses 

from those days in a closet at her parents’ 
home. What’s stuck with her more than every 
detail of every performance, however, is how 
beneficial the experience was and continues 
to be for students even after high school 
graduation.

 

Beyond Song and Dance
Whittenton notes, “Show choir helped me step 
out of my comfort zone and gave me stage 
presence,” she said. “I don’t think I would have 
confidence to stand in front of people like I do 
if I hadn’t participated in show choir.”

She continues, “There are so many life 
skills show choir teaches. Stage presence. 
How to work in teams. Delayed gratification 
because we begin working on a show in 
August but don’t get to perform it for another 
six months. Time management.”

Encore included about 20 students when 
Whittenton was a member, but it has flour-
ished over the past several years, more than 
doubling in members since then. 

Encore now includes 53 students who sing 
and dance and is a respected competitor in 
the large division. Eleven students are crew 
members, directed by Whittenton’s husband, 

Young Director continued
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Will Whittenton. There is also a band comprised 
of 10 musicians, two of whom are JA students 
with the rest being a mix of JA parents and 
musicians from the community.

 

Pulling Together a Team
Whittenton comes up with the show’s theme 
for the show before the school year begins. 
This year’s show is “Transylvanian Lullaby.” 
Professional choreographers Kevin Chase and 
Nick Quamme design the dance routines and 
help students perfect them.

Whittenton works with Gail McInnis of 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi, to create costumes 
for the females in the group, and Trinity Apparel 
Group, which specializes in men’s custom 
clothing and is owned by the parents of an 
Encore member, designs the costumes for the 
male students.

Not to be overlooked are the show 
choir parents who offer support in every 
way imaginable from helping run the annual 
Jackson Academy show choir competition that 
JA hosts as a fundraiser to driving the rental 
truck filled with sets and more to competitions. 
Also helpful: the JA Arts Guild and the school’s 
administration, both of which back the show 
choir experience 100 percent, she said. 

Special Events or Travel Competitions
Spirit Packs & Group Booster Items
Commemorative Recognition

www.allaboutadvertisingllc.com  .  205-563-1750

Your one place 
for all your group’s 
promotional needs!

View our new catalog now

Create your moment

www.stageaccents.com
1-800-631-1611

Beautiful Flowers
Digital fl oral prints that 

move with you
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State-of-the-Art Performing Arts Center
JA opened a state-of-the-art performing arts center in 2010 when 
Whittenton was in the tenth grade at JA, and she credits that with 
boosting student interest in the performing arts. “Before that, we 
performed in the gymnasium,” she said. “The performing arts center is 
perfectly suited for what we do. It is 100 steps to go from our classroom 
to the stage.”

The 30,000-square-foot complex is impressive and includes an 
800-seat performance hall that offers all the technical specifications 
needed to mount a full-scale professional production. The hall features 
an orchestra pit, full fly loft for backdrops and lighting, and a sprung 
dance floor. The center also houses a flexible use “black box” theater, 
classrooms, green room, costume storage facilities, dressing rooms, 
scene shop, and additional support spaces needed for large-scale 
productions. 

 

Creating Award-Winning Shows
Whittenton directs both Encore and Showtime, JA’s show choir for 
seventh and eighth grades, and both groups have experienced high 
levels of success. In just the past season alone, Encore has earned first 
place in the large mixed division as well as awards for Best Costumes, 
Best Visuals, Best Overall Effect, Best Vocals, Best Set Crew and Grand 
Champion, and Showtime has won awards for Best Visuals, Best Overall 
Effect, Best Vocals and Grand Champion.   

While competition and winning trophies are exciting, Whittenton 
believes the show choir experience is about so much more than that. 
Working together as a group, performing the best show possible, and 
being a good representative of the school are also important, she said.  

Young Director continued

THE FREE
SHOW CHOIR
MAGAZINE 

Sharing product and service information on all aspects of show choir, all issues 
of Productions are available online in our archives. If you aren’t yet a subscriber, 
visit productionsmag.com/subscribe.

YOUR COMPLETE ONLINE RESOURCE FOR DIRECTORS & BOOSTERS.

Proud partner of

2012 2013

FEBRUARY 2015

INTERNATIONAL 

TRAVEL

US/UK 
CONNECTIONS

Digital Choir  
Management

Buyer’s Guide 2015

  SHOW SHOW SHOW SHOW SHOW 
CHOIRCHOIRCHOIRCHOIRCHOIRCHOIRCHOIR

  CANADACANADACANADACANADACANADACANADACANADA

  

  

20152014 FEBRUARY 2016

Building STEAMBuilding STEAM

Swingers 
Unlimited:

ACOUSTICS:
A UNIVERSAL

CONCERN

CHORUS
MANAGEMENT 

TOOLS

BUYER’S GUIDE 2016

STAGING TIPS

2016 FEBRUARY 2017

BUYER'S GUIDE 2017

STEPSING AT SAMFORD

THE ULTIMATE FUNDRAISER

WE ARE 
LINN-MAR

FEBRUARY 20172017 FEBRUARY 2018

Dave & Mary Fehr

25Over

years25years25
of Excellence:

BUYER'S 
GUIDE 2018

THE LOWDOWN 
ON RISERS

AUTHENTICITY, 
OPENNESS, 
AND SHOW 
CHOIR

2018



www.showchoirmusic.com    jeff@showchoirmusic.com    615-491-2187

WINNING 
SHOW CHOIRS 
HAVE ONE THING IN COMMON…

26 GRAND CHAMPIONS!!
"Sound FX" (3 Times) Hanover HS (VA)

"Knightingales" Thomas Dale HS (VA)

"Faces" Crete-Monee HS (IL)

"Madz" & "New Horizons" (2 Times) Lee Davis HS (VA)

"Premier Edition" East Noble HS (IN)

"Jazz" Auburn Junior High (AL)

"Orange Sensations" (2 Times) Wayne County HS (MS) 

"Opening Knight" South Dearborn HS (IN)

"Show Cards" Colerain HS (OH)

"Femmes Fatales" (3 Times) Plainfi eld HS (IN) 

"Debut" (2 Times) Mills E. Godwin HS (VA

"Class Act" Carmel Middle School (IN)

"Central Attraction" Pearl River Central HS (MS)

"8th Street Singing Company" Tift County HS (GA)

"Diamond Sensations" (2 Times) & "Crimson Heat" New Palestine HS (IN)

"Harmony In Motion" Douglas Freeman HS (VA)

29 1st Runner Up Awards!
"Highlights" (2 Times) Hanover HS (VA)

"Opening Knight" (5 Times) South Dearborn HS (IN)

"Visions" Grenada HS (MS)

"8th Street Singing Company" Tift County HS (GA)

"Sound Surge" (2 Times) Biloxi HS (MS)

"Impressions" Opelika HS (AL)

"Faces" & "Cavaliers" Crete-Monee (IL)

"(m)Pulse" Menchville HS (VA)

“Crimson Heat" & “Diamond Sensations” New Palestine HS (IN) 

"Orange Sensations" (2 Times) Wayne County HS (MS) 

"Treble Makers" Colonial Forge HS (VA)

"Show Cards" Colerain HS (OH)

"Premier Edition" (2 Times) East Noble HS (IN)

"Rhapsody" Northwest Ranking HS (MS)

"Central Attraction" Pearl River Central HS (MS)

"Femmes Fatales" (2 Times) Plainfi eld HS (IN)

"Knight Scene" Thomas Dale HS (VA)

"Harmony In Motion" (2 Times) Douglas Freeman HS (VA)

Music Arrangement Services, Inc. is very proud 
of the accomplishments of its 2016-2017 show choirs!

BE A WINNER!!
NEARLY 2,000 ARRANGEMENTS ON FILE. 
ALWAYS LICENSED, ALWAYS LEGAL.

25 YEARS 

ADJUDICATION 

EXPERIENCE
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Latham Nance, a senior at JA who has performed for four years in Encore and 
two years in Showtime, credits “Mrs. Whitt’s” leadership, her ability to relate to 
students, and her drive with making the 2018-2019 year the best yet for Encore. 
“She’s come in and made it magical,” said Nance, who is a featured singer/dancer. 
“Our show is fantastic and she’s done an amazing job her first year teaching Encore.”

Whittenton emphasizes the correct way to sing, and her energy energizes 
the group, said Nance, who plans to major in music education in college. This 
direction for his continued education came about largely because of his show choir 
experience, which he values because of the supportive culture and the friendships 
made across school boundaries.

Reese Anderson, a junior at JA and also a featured singer/dancer in Encore, 
remembers seeing Whittenton, then a high school senior, perform with Encore. She also 
watched as Whittenton played the role of Gertrude McFuzz, a bluebird, in “Seussical 
the Musical,” a JA production. “I was in the fourth grade,” Anderson said. “That’s my 
first memory of her.” These days, Whittenton makes an ideal director, Anderson said, 
because she is “always calm and collected, only intense when she needs to be.”

Encore’s vocal sound has been transformed thanks to Whittenton’s knowledge 
and ability to teach the basics of singing, Anderson said. “Vocals are her focus, 
and it has taken us to the next level,” Anderson states. ”She’s helped us put it in 
practice. It’s ingrained in us now.”

Whittenton counts herself lucky to work at a school where her educational 
contribution is valued and where she continues to be part of its history, guiding 
the show choirs that she watched perform for many years and, in turn, performed 
with as a student. “I love this job,” she concludes. “I am blessed getting to do what 
I love every day.”

Young Director continued

To learn more about Encore, visit https://jacksonacademy.org/arts-and-music/choral-music/encore/
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STAGERIGHT 
www.StageRight.com

Bringing over 25 years of innovative solutions 

and products, StageRight stands at the forefront 

in platform design and application. We have  

products and services that can be applied to 

meet the design intent of any space. 

We welcome the input of the designer 

and end user, so that the end result 

exceeds expectations in both aesthetics 

and functionality. Our sturdy and durable 

materials offer you a solid investment that 

will continue to exceed your needs for years 

to come. 

Let us know how we can help you solve 

the challenges of the ever changing 

environment. Please contact us for design 

consultation, budgeting and specifications. 

A solution is only a phone call or click away.

StageRight can offer unlimited choir riser 

configurations and can arrange different 

layouts—show-choir, jazz platform, seated 

choral, or band risers—which can all use the 

same components.

With an endless array of products, StageRight 

can help you convert any classroom, hall,  

theater, auditorium or gymnasium—for a  

performance to remember.

Buyer's Guide 2019

STAGING

STAGING CONCEPTS
www.stagingconcepts.com

Staging Concepts is the industry leader in 

portable staging equipment. Since 1990, we’ve 

provided superior staging product solutions for 

facilities and venues with custom needs. Our 

company and team of devoted engineers strive 

to ensure that we produce the most superior 

and advanced modular, lightweight custom 

staging systems in the industry.

Staging Concepts' performing arts systems and 

products are designed to maximize any venue.

We specialize in building modular stages to 

seamlessly look and feel permanent. Our 

customization options can maximize the 

functionality of your space while giving you the 

capability to choose a system that perfectly 

matches your venue. Our equipment is of the 

finest quality, requiring no tools, making it easy 

and efficient for set-up and take-down.

Performing arts centers, theatres, auditoriums, 

and other performance facilities demand 

durable and high-quality equipment for their 

venues — and Staging Concepts can perfectly 

fulfill this need.  Whether it is a small portable 

stage for a choir room, orchestra pit filler for 

a theatre, or flexible seating risers for a black 

box, Staging Concepts will provide the ideal 

equipment to match the project.

WENGER
www.wengercorp.com

Wenger Corporation provides innovative, 

high-quality products and solutions for music 

and theatre education, performing arts and 

athletic equipment storage and transport. 

For more than 60 years, Wenger has been 

listening to what our customers need 

and then designing and manufacturing 

innovative, durable and functional products 

to meet those needs. 

Wenger pioneered sound isolation in practice 

rooms and now offers modular rooms 

with virtual acoustic technology (VAE) and 

built-in digital recording/playback. Products 

include pre-engineered acoustical doors, 

sound-isolating music practice rooms, 

acoustical shells, instrument and equipment 

storage cabinets, audience seating, portable 

stage platforms and staging systems, tiered 

risers, music furniture and more.

No other company meets and exceeds 

the product needs of the music education, 

performing arts and athletic markets like 

Wenger. Our expertise, design capability, 

and level of service are unmatched in the 

industry.
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DORNINK
www.dorninkshowchoir.com

Dornink, a custom design fashion house in Des 

Moines, Iowa, can create your show choir costumes 

to perfectly complement your set. Choose from 

our many styles or design your own and let us 

make your vision a reality. Dornink styles can be 

customized to fit your set and your budget.

Dornink has over 23 years of experience creating show 

choir costumes for schools through the Des Moines 

and surrounding areas. Founder Faythe Dornink 

began custom sewing costumes for her daughters in 

show choir in 1992 when she realized their need for a 

unique look. Since then, designer and daughter Sarah 

Dornink, educated and trained in New York, has joined 

the business. Sarah and Faythe will personally work 

with you to custom design your costumes and create 

the perfect set. Work with our design team to custom 

design the perfect look for needs.

Whether you’re looking for show choir or theatrical 

costumes, we can design and create just about any 

style. Be inspired by the many fabric selections on 

our fabric page. And if you don’t see what you’re 

looking for, just ask!

Let Dornink set your group apart from the rest. 

Dornink can design and create the look you need. 

Our design team is always sourcing new fabrics, 

styles, and the latest trends to keep your group 

looking amazing on stage.

COSTUMING
Buyer's Guide 2019

SATIN STITCHES
www.satinstitches.com

At Satin Stitches, we pride ourselves on 

producing couture quality show choir and 

dance performance costumes right here at 

our showroom/production facility in suburban 

Minneapolis. In addition to our full custom, we 

offer budget-conscious, customizable styles. 

Besides owner/head designer Deborah Nelson 

(with a BFA fashion design degree and decades 

of design/patterning construction expertise), 

Satin Stitches has 3 professional fashion/costume 

designers on staff to interpret your ideas and 

facilitate the creation of costumes.

We Love our Show Choirs! Why? Because we love 

themed show choir costumes AND it gives us a 

chance to work with men's costuming (which we don't 

have the opportunity to do, very often). With over 40 

years of custom, performance-costuming design and 

manufacturing experience, we have been working 

with all types of fabrics & trims, silhouettes & styles 

and all types of body shapes and sizes.

And the best part? We can fit everyone with our 

hundreds of possible sizes, all available with our 

fitting Sizing Samples for quick and easy ordering 

of show choir costumes. And if your budget 

"needs some work," we offer huge savings with 

our Simply Sew! Service, where you sew your own 

costumes, but with our expert help and guidance.

STAGE ACCENTS
www.stageaccents.com

Stage Accents Performance Apparel 

specializes in designing unique styles for 

Formal Choirs, Orchestras and Show Choirs.

In a hurry? Select a style from our Quick 

Ship section on our website for the 

fastest delivery in the industry. Items 

featured in this section are usually in 

stock and ship within 2-4 days. If in 

event we are out of stock on any size, 

backorders will ship within 2-4 weeks.

For those members that are above 

the size range of our charts, custom 

size garments can be made with an 

additional pattern charge as follows: 

dresses $45, ladies' jackets and tops 

$35, skirts, pants and vests $25.

Additionally, many of the styles in our 

line can be ordered in other colors 

or fabrics for larger quantity orders. 

Please call us to discuss what you might 

have in mind and we will do our best to 

accommodate you.

Visit www.stageaccents.com/show-choir.html  

to see the full catalog, or email any 

questions to customerservice@

stageaccents.com 

Photo of In Sync by Charles Rodriguez



ALL ABOUT ADVERTISING
www.allaboutadvertisingllc.com

We are a promotional product distributor and 

proud member of the Advertising Specialty 

Institute. Promotional products, also known 

as ad specialties, make up a nearly $17 billion 

dollar industry and are used by virtually 

every business in America. 

Why? Items like mugs, pens and t-shirts are 

memorable and provide a better cost per 

impression for advertisers than almost every 

major marketing effort like TV, magazines 

and the Internet.

We are able to supply your show choir 

with every possible promotional product 

from over 3000 suppliers. With so many 

ad specialties available there is a huge 

opportunity to leave a lasting impression.

Product options include apparel (t-shirts, 

polos, sweatshirts, and jackets), bags (tote 

bags, backpacks, lunch coolers and shopping 

bags), writing instruments (pens, stylus pens, 

pencils, and markers), tech products (USB 

drives, Power Banks, Bluetooth items, and 

speakers), and drinkware (water bottles, 

mugs, tumblers, and travel mugs).

Buyer's Guide 2019

FUNDRAISING

COUNTRY MEATS
www.countrymeats.com

Way back in the late 1970’s, our founder 

Jerry Geatches had a dream. He wanted 

to be in the meat business. He retrofit our 

family's barn into a meat cutting operation 

with his bare hands. Burning the midnight oil, 

he forged a business based on service and 

fairness. In 2017 we are celebrating our 39th 

year in the meat business. We have shipped 

over 75 million smoked snacks, all for 

fundraising. We have added two brand new  

flavors making the total offered 16 flavors! 

As we outgrew our smoker, we would build 

another one always bigger and better than 

the last. Our whole family was involved as 

we used to put stick-on labels on plastic 

pouches; then the next day we would stuff 

the finished product into the pouches and 

vacuum pack them 6 at a time which took 

about a minute. 

We bask in the shade of the mighty oak of a 

business he built from nothing but a dream, 

and we are honored for the opportunity to see  

how far we can grow. Get your free samples, 

and begin an outstanding fundraiser by going 

to our site or by calling 800-277-8989.

DUTCH MILL BULBS
www.dutchmillbulbs.com

For over half a century, Dutch Mill Bulbs has 

been committed to providing our customers with 

the best available bulbs and rooted perennials. 

We work only with reputable growers who share 

our dedication to quality and service. We look 

forward to an opportunity to earn your business. 

Dutch Mill Bulbs was established in 1960 with a 

company vision based on several criteria. First, 

we were committed to a unique fundraising 

idea that was environmentally responsible 

and available year-round, offering spring 

and fall flower bulb fundraising programs. 

Secondly, we would provide no-risk spring 

and fall flower bulb fundraising programs. 

Next, we would provide low cost, easy-to-sell, 

guaranteed to grow and bloom pre-packaged 

flower bulbs and bare root perennials. 

Finally, we committed ourselves to superior 

responsiveness to customer needs as 

well as continuous improvement. We’ve 

been so successful for so long because we 

not only stand behind our products with 

a no-nonsense guarantee, we also stand 

behind our customers, offering unmatched 

service and support.  Contact us toll free at 

800-533-8824 or visit our site to get started 

on your next fundraiser!

Photo courtesy Mars Hill Bible School
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FUN PASTA
www.funpastafundraising.com

Need a great show choir fundraising idea? 

Earning up to 50% profit, you can sell from 

our brochure and also online with your 

webpage link with free shipping! Prizes 

include iTunes or Wal-Mart gift cards. Some 

of the benefits of our program include the 

following: One-of-a-Kind products, made 

in the USA, affordable price points, healthy 

and fun, long shelf life, easy distribution—

no melting or refrigeration, Online Leader 

Dashboard, and Auto Alert Marketing Tool 

for sellers. Fun Pasta Fundraising is both 

new and unique—a chance to sell Pasta 

in "fun shapes" like musical notes, sports, 

holidays, and more.

Our fundraising program is simple and 

effective—the #1 Brochure Sales + Online 

Sales. Your participants will sell from a 

colorful brochure and also share an online 

web page link with out-of-town friends and 

families. 

You can earn 50% profit with your total 

brochure sales over $4,000, earn 40% 

profit with your total brochure sales less 

than $4,000. All online sales earn 40% 

profit, and you can earn Bonus Cash Prizes 

based on total gross sales!

SCHOOL SPIRIT COFFEE
www.schoolspiritcoffee.com

School Spirit Coffee uses only the highest 

quality Arabica Beans from Central and 

South America. All coffee products are 

roasted specifically to your order at our 

Roastery, Creative Coffees, and guaranteed 

to be roasted fresh within days of delivery! 

Since 2005, School Spirit Coffee has been 

providing a quality product with private label 

packaging at a great price to help raise funds 

for school groups and civic organizations. 

The idea for School Spirit Coffee came to 

owner Debbie Hohman as a result of her 

school spirit and frustration with typical 

fundraisers. As an active booster mom for 

fifteen years, with two wonderful daughters, 

Debbie has helped organize and sell all the 

typical fundraising products—candy, nuts, 

wrapping paper, candles and the list goes 

on and on. Because of the high cost and 

low quality, often the items were difficult (or 

embarrassing) to sell to family and friends.  

If you are looking for an easy fundraiser 

that incorporates great products with your 

private label at a competitive price, give us 

a call at 800-570-1443 or submit a request 

form from the contact page of our website. 

We would appreciate the opportunity to help 

you have a fantastic fundraiser.

PRIESTER'S PECANS
www.priesters.com

Priester's Pecans is a family-owned company 

specializing in delicious old-fashioned, 

farm-fresh gifts like pecan desserts, pecan 

candies, cakes, and bulk pecans. As we 

have served as pecan suppliers and candy 

makers for over 7 decades, our Gourmet 

Pecan Pieces, Gift Tins, and Candies have 

delighted countless families. 

It is our pledge to you that we will only 

ship the newest, freshest crop of pecans 

available to you and your gift recipients. At 

Priester’s Pecans, we want you to be satisfied 

with every purchase. If any item does not 

completely delight you, we will be glad to 

honor our 100% Satisfaction Guarantee. 

Our ordering process is user-friendly, fast & 

efficient. We have organized our fundraising 

program into as few steps as possible, so 

you can spend more time raising funds and 

less time with forms and paperwork. 

Priester's makes it easy with our "No Hassle 

Fundraising Program" so fundraising has 

never been easier, more fun, or as profitable. 

Call us at 800-277-3226 or visit our website 

today to get started!

Photo of Clinton Attaché Show Choir by Tracey Harrison 
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ARRANGERS

BREEZE TUNES
www.breezetunes.com

 

Garrett Breeze is a media composer and 

arranger living in Nashville, TN.  He is known 

primarily as an arranger for many of the top 

competitive show choirs throughout the 

United States and travels regularly in that 

role as a clinician and adjudicator.  In addition 

to his choral work, Garrett frequently writes 

for high profile media projects including 

film, television, video games, and corporate 

media. He holds a bachelor’s degree in Media 

Music from Brigham Young University and a 

master’s degree in Commercial Composition 

and Arranging from Belmont University. 

We are proud to have supplied music 

arrangements to more than 110 choirs 

throughout the United States and Canada, 

contributing to over 86 championship 

wins to date! Breeze Tunes Productions 

specializes in creating high-quality, 

competitive arrangements tailored to fit 

your choir’s show design, skill level, and 

budget! You can search our full catalog of 

previously arranged titles from our site. To 

order a new custom arrangement, license a 

previously arranged title, or to book Garrett 

for a clinic or workshop with your choir, 

you can just fill out the contact form on the 

site, and he will respond within 24 hours:  

https://breezetunes.com/contact.

MUSIC ARRANGEMENT SERVICES
www.showchoirmusic.com

 

In the late 1980's, Jeffrey Bowen began 

arranging for competition show choirs 

as extra work. During the 1990's, the 

arranging grew into full-time work and 

was established as Music Arrangement 

Services. In 2012, the company became 

incorporated as Music Arrangement Services, 

Inc. with the same concept of providing 

high-quality competition arrangements as 

well as ensuring the legal licensing of each 

and every title. 

Arrangements have been purchased by schools 

in over 35 states and several European countries 

and Australia. Music Arrangement Services, 

Inc. provides quality Show Choir arrangements  

to competition Show Choirs all over the  

country. With hundreds of titles to its credit, 

directors will be able to see the wide variety 

of styles created to make your show choir 

sound the best! 

Music Arrangement Services, Inc. can assist in 

all licensing and arrangement permissions to 

ensure the legality of making copies for your 

rehearsals! Currently, there are hundreds of 

titles on file that have been created over the 

decades, including original pieces by Jeffrey 

Bowen that have been purchased by show 

choirs around the country.

SHOWCHOIRSTOCK.COM
www.showchoirstock.com

 

Custom Arrangements is changing keys...

and is now ShowChoirStock.com!  We 

sell high quality stock arrangements at 

affordable prices, without the added hassle 

and expense of custom music licensing. 

Our name is brand new, but we’re still the 

same business that show choir directors 

have trusted for over 15 years.  

Best of all—each and every arrangement 

now features a top quality professionally 

recorded accompaniment track—no 

exceptions.  

Our commitment to quality includes keeping 

the catalog refreshed with dozens of brand 

new arrangements every season.  If you 

need help with show planning, check out 

one of our complete shows—each designed 

with a different theme.  

If you can’t find a song that’s right for your 

show, we also offer custom-written original 

music. You can order online and download 

your music in minutes.

ShowChoirStock.com is the only online  

catalog just for show choir! 
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ANCHOR AUDIO
www.anchoraudio.com

Anchor Audio is the leading manufacturer of 

all-in-one battery powered portable sound 

systems that provide robust sound without 

the hassle of cables. The PA systems can 

be used both indoors and outdoors and for 

small and large crowds. With over 40 years of 

experience, our Engineering and Production 

to Sales and Tech Support teams will provide 

you with the most reliable portable audio 

products and customer service.

Anchor Audio is passionate and committed to 

providing every single one of our customers 

with a durable sound system that can be 

used by anyone, anywhere, and for anything. 

We promise to provide superior audio with 

unmatched simplicity and reliability.

We practice lean manufacturing techniques. 

Lean manufacturing is a specific method used in 

businesses to eliminate the overall waste within 

a manufacturing organization. Decreasing 

waste allows companies to focus more on what 

adds value, and less on everything else.

With quick set up, highly audible sound, and 

top dependability, Anchor Audio products 

are an ideal option for any group, event, 

or production. Contact us if you have any 

questions! 1-800-262-4671.

GENERAL
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MANHASSET SPECIALTY STANDS
www.manhasset-specialty.com

The Manhasset Specialty Company began  

in 1935, when inventor and musician, Otto 

Lagervall, dissatisfied with the quality of 

the existing music stands and their inherent 

problems and shortcomings, set out to develop 

a better music stand. He succeeded in 

developing the initial Manhasset® music stands. 

Over the years, new stands and various 

accessory products have been added to the 

Manhasset® line, and countless improvements 

have been made to the manufacturing 

processes. Today at Manhasset, we continue 

working to research and develop new and 

unique products to fit the needs of musicians 

of all ages, as well as to improve upon what 

has always been the finest quality line of music 

stands available. 

The Manhasset Specialty Company is an 

"Employee Owned" business—all of us care 

about the company and our products, and 

take great pride in what we produce. We value 

very highly our company's reputation and are 

strongly committed to continuing our "Tradition 

of Exceptional Quality." From our full line of 

music stands to our innovative accessories that 

answer our customers’ needs, at Manhasset 

we are continuing in our efforts to bring you 

the very best.

BAND-MART/CHOIR-MART
www.bandchoirmart.com

For the past 25 years, Band-Mart and 

Choir-Mart have been servicing bands, choirs 

and civic groups across the United States, 

including Hawaii and Alaska, with top quality 

products at the lowest prices in the industry. 

For your convenience, our experienced 

customer service representatives are ready 

to take your orders by mail, email, phone, fax 

and we now have added online ordering. No 

matter how you order, we will be happy to 

assist you in any way we can.

Also, we have a complete line of formal/

concert wear and show choir apparel including 

tuxedos, shirts, vest, blouses, skirts, footwear 

and dresses. Bowties, Cummerbunds, Ties, 

Suspenders and Jewelry are just some of the 

accessories we offer.  These items come in 

various colors and prints.

Visit our wide selection of Nylon and Vinyl 

Garment/Tote bags. These bags can be 

imprinted with a logo of your choice and are 

available in various colors and sizes.

With in-stock merchandise year round, most 

of our garments and accessories are available 

for immediate shipment. Remember: when a 

band or choir looks sharp, they think, act and 

perform their best!
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