APRIL 2019

-

PRODUCTIONS

Show Choir Products and News

| UNDERSTANDING
'LOAD RATING V&




Z-800 Show Choir Performance Risers

Performance risers that deserve a

standing Ovation

StageRight Show Choir
risers. Solid & reliable
construction, simple
setup, with extraordinary
versatility.

Contact StageRight for

design assistance, specifications, and pricing.

www.StageRight.com | 800.438.4499
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MILLIKIN UNIVERSITY
JUNE 16-22

Decatur, lllinois

MILLIKIN

& HEIDELBERG

for students ages 11-18
and directors

*Y our cost will include campus housing, meals from

| HElDEl.BERG UNIVERSITY

JULY 7-13
Tiffin, Ohio

ou’re invited to an incredible week learning
from the country’s top educators and entertainment
professionals at one of our exciting camps. In four
decades of trendsetting education in music, dance,
and stagecraft, we have taught more than 40,000
young performers. We have programs and
performance training to meet all your needs as a
student or music educator. So, if you’re in junior
high/ middle school, high school, college,
or a director...

come join the fun!

¢ Performances by featured guest artists
and exciting performance groups
¢ Talent night
¢ Outstanding workshops for teachers and students

Monday breakfast through Saturday lunch,
materials, SCA shirt for the final performance and
registration fees (space is limited, register early).

¢ Music store publishers’ showcase
¢ Final concert for family & friends
@ Junior high/ middle school group offered

Showchoir Camps of America, Inc.
P.O. Box 583

Naperville, IL 60566
info@showchoircamps. com

Follow us on: [i

Camp music stores
provided by:

visit our website:

‘ @ www.showchoircamps.com
JW PER or call: 630.663.4500
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¢ Earn at least 50% profit on each sale!
e Free Sales Brochures

e Free Shipping

¢ No Hidden Costs!

* Prizes and Cash Rewards!

e |t’s Fun! It’s Easy!

Dutch Mill Bulbs originated fundraising-with—flower bulbs over 50 years ago. Our fall and spring fundraising
programs offer easy-to-sell and easy-to-grow varieties of bulbs and bare root perennials. We’ve helped
tens of thousands of groups exceed their fundraising goals with our guaranteed-to-grow product and

“no hidden cost” flower bulb fundraising programs.

Dutch Mill Bulbs is the perfect fundraiser for your group. Schools, PTA’'s, PTO’s, sports and athletic teams,
cheerleaders, dance ensembles, booster clubs, academic clubs, marching bands, concert bands, choral
groups, drama clubs, libraries, choirs, community groups, churches, and scouts — to name but a few
— have all successfully raised funds by “going green” with our eco-friendly, economically priced no-risk
fundraising programs. Since its inception, Dutch Mill Bulbs has been recognized for outstanding service,

value, quality and reliability. You can count on us for your most successful fundraiser ever!

1.800.533.8824 | dutchmillbulbs.com
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CENTER STAGE:
LOAD RATINGS & WHAT
YOU SHOULD KNOW

by Chad Parrish

Whenyou're choosing anew portable staging
system for your auditorium or performance
space, there are a variety of things to
consider: stability, strength, flexibility and
safety to name a few. But one of the most
important considerations that people forget
to ask about involves the different types of

load ratings.

1

BUILDING CONFIDENCE
AT SHOW CHOIR
SUMMER CAMPS

by Cassidy Clevenger

Summer camps are like Coen Brothers’ films:
instant classics. There is something about
camps that seems to offer an instant nostalgia;
it almost seems as if, while the memories
are being formed, the moments are already
missed. Show Choir Camps are no exception,
and may even be the epitome of this universal
experience. Productions Magazine spoke with
Rising Stars and Dominion Show Choir Camps
about their demographics, experiences, and

creative processes.

Cover photo of Butler Headliners

APRIL 2019 5



@
o
c
2
>,
w
4]
=
-
5]
o
o
i)
9]
e
o




'(

L
7 |/ 7 T A ) ' e
— g-‘o\‘s‘n o “;
\

LOAD RATINGS & WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW

by Chad Parrish

When you’re choosing a new portable staging system for your
auditorium or performance space, there are a variety of things to
consider: stability, strength, flexibility and safety to name a few.
But one of the most important considerations that people forget

to ask about involves the different types of load ratings.




Center Stage continued

chﬁesyVVenger

Let’s start with the basics. There are three main
load ratings to consider: the standard uniform
load, point load and dynamic live load.

Standard Uniform Load

The standard uniform load rating is a measure
of how much weight equally distributed across
the span a portable stage has been rated to
support safely. This specification is typically
in pounds per square foot. For example, a
portable stage that measures 10 feet by 10 feet
with a uniform load rating of 125 pounds per
square foot may safely support 12,500 pounds
of weight (10ft x 10ft x 125 pounds) evenly
distributed across the stage. The higher the
standard uniform load rating, the more weight
a stage will safely support. Most building codes
require that portable stages supporta minimum
of 125 pounds per square foot but depending
on the number of people and equipment on
stage, you may need more than that. Portable
stage manufacturers will often have several
different designs that offer additional legs,
beams or other support structure to increase
the load rating. Make sure when deciding on
a portable stage that the load rating is high
enough for all of the people and equipment
you plan to have on stage at any given time.
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When it comes to

PLATFORMS,

there's no competition.

Take a look at StageTek’s scorecard and you'll see the Wenger advantage in
every category. StageTek is the only system that exceeds performance
expectations for uniform load, side load and point load.

[4 Simple setup that doesn’t require a professional crew
4 Lightweight decks that save your back and hands
[ Incredible strength for large groups, equipment, pianos, etc.
[4 Safe, stable & secure for your peace of mind
(4 Performance versatility for unlimited configurations
(4 Best warranty to protect your investment
Uniform load = Up to 200 Ibf/ft2
Dynamic Live Load = Side load of 600 Ibs at rated uniform load

on a 4x8 platform
Point Load = 1000 Ibs applied via 1” diameter pin

Wenger has been building world-class portable stages for nearly seventy years.
Please call for a brochure or visit us online.

®
800-4WENGER 93-64377 www.wengercorp.com wl’



Center Stage continued

After you've considered everything you need in a staging system, ask about

the load ratings and make sure you know you've got a sturdy, safe, reliable

staging system that will last you for years to come. The load ratings should

be a part of your criteria.

Point Load

The point load rating for a portable stage
lets you know how much weight you can
place on a single point without leaving a
permanent mark or dent in the stage surface.
This is important in the case where you may
want to set a grand piano on the stage—or
a really heavy prop. Manufacturers will often
give this specification as a weight applied by
a pin or a caster, for example: 1,500Ib applied
via 1” diameter pin. What this means for that
stage surface is if you set 1500 pounds
on a l-inch diameter pin, it will not leave a
permanent mark or dent in the stage surface.
It is important to consider this number when

looking at portable stages even if you do
not intend on placing a grand piano on
stage. A higher point load rating will mean a
more durable surface that may better resist
damage such asin the case of an accidentally
dropped hammer.

But there’s another load rating many
people don’t think about. And it’s not often
included in the manufacturer’s information.

Dynamic Live Load

The standard uniform load rating is often
static, but a group of high school students
performing during a concert is never static.
That’s why it is important to consider the
dynamic live load rating.

The dynamic live load rating is the amount
of lateral force a portable stage has been
tested to safely support while supporting
the maximum uniform load. For example, a
10ft x 10ft portable stage that has a standard
uniform load rating of 125 pounds per square
foot and a 15% dynamic live load rating, the
side load is calculated as 15% of the total
uniform live load or 1875 pounds. (10ft x 10ft
x 125 pounds x 0.15) The higher the dynamic
live load rating the greater amount of lateral
force the stage can safely support without
bending or collapsing.

Ask the Right Questions

The bottom line is this: after you've
considered everything you need in a staging
system, ask about the load ratings and make
sure you know you've got a sturdy, safe,
reliable staging system that will last you for
years to come. The load ratings should be a
part of your criteria.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Chad Parrish is Product Manager
at Wenger Corporation in Owatonna, Minnesota,
working with design engineers in product develop-
ment, customer service, sales and technical support.
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show choir arrangements

Breeze Tunes Productions specializes in creating
high-quality, competitive arrangements tailored to fit

your choir’s show design, skill level, and budget!

we offer:
New Custom Arrangements
Previously Arranged Titles
Rehearsal Clinics
Video Critiques
Tracks Made With Studio Musicians

Adjudication at Competitions

breezetunes.com garrett@breezetunes.com

10 PRODUCTIONS

ACCENTS

5 J

Create your moment %
Lon

Beavitipud Fowers

Digital floral prints that
move with you

View our new catalog now
www.stageaccents.com
1-800-631-1611

productionsmag.com



‘ Looking for ~new perf Jmance spac& Or need‘
~ | to add to an existing stage7 We're the experts in
g_ staglng solutlons and we're here to 'help'

Theater Appllcatlons :
Portable Platforms, Seatlng Risers), Drum Risers,
Stage Extensions, StaEé Traps, Acoustica Shells
__.nggmg Solutions, & more!

i Y www.stagmgconc_epts.com F
763-533-2094

— STAGING -
CONCEPTS

STAGING = ACOUSTICS = RIGGING
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AT SHOW CHOIR
SUMMER CAMPS

by Cassidy Clevenger

Summer camps are like Coen
Brothers’ films: instant classics.
There is something about camps that
seems to offer an instant nostalgia; it
almost seems as if, while the memories
are being formed, the moments are
already missed. Show Choir Camps
are no exception, and may even be the
epitome of this universal experience.
Productions Magazine spoke with
Rising Stars and Dominion Show Choir
Camps about their demographics,

experiences, and creative processes.




Show Choir Summer Camps continued

Who Are Rising Stars and Dominion?
Rising Stars is a week-long show choir camp
in lllinois that includes students from three-
to-eighteen years old. Erin Paul, director and
co-owner of Rising Stars, shared that the
program has been running for twenty-four
years, and many of the students have grown
up attending this camp. Many former students
are now enrolling their own children in the
program, and they are bestowed with the
loving title of “grandstudent.” Though there
are several students who come in with no
experience performing, Paul noted, many
campers participate in local show choirs,
dance groups, school and community theater,
as well as other performance based organi-
zations throughout the year.

Rising Stars offers a wide array of classes
for various age groups, with Young Rising
Stars (Grades 2M-5"), Junior Rising Stars
(Grades 6th-8'), and the Mini Rising Stars
(ages preschool-1°t Grade) being the most
popular. A considerable number of Rising
Stars students have gone on to pursue careers
in music performance and/or education, and
many campers have dreams of Broadway or
film. In fact, one of the recent Alumni moved to

New York at the end of last summer to pursue
this dream and has already been picked up
by a production.

Dominion Show Choir camp is based just
outside Richmond, Virginia, and attracts both
local and out-of-state students; those who
travel can stay with a host family during the
week-long camp. The selection this camp
has to offer is truly awe-inspiring. There is
everything from hip hop, to swing, to improv,
to beatboxing; there is even an opportunity for
students to enrollin private voice lessons. Too
often there is the misconception that show
choirs only do show tunes, so seeing the
way Dominion and Rising Stars incorporate
other genres and mainstream dance styles
helps break the mold of what show choir
“should” be.

Students at Dominion range from fourth
grade through college students, and their
most popular groups are middle schoolers
and high schoolers. The local middle school
does not offer a show choir, so younger
students who watched their older siblings
perform are especially eager to strap on their
character shoes and get to work. Something
worth noting is how there are boy performers

in allthe age groups. | do not know about you
all, but as a former theatre kid myself, it is
refreshing and exciting to hear about all the
young men interested in show choir.

What Are the Camps Like to Attend?
According to Rising Stars’ Erin Paul, “One of
the beautiful thing about Rising Stars is that
our talented directors and choreographers
are able to tailor the camp experience to
the unique needs of the group.” The goal
is to challenge the campers to unlock their
potential by pushing themselves to explore
their preconceived notions of ability; thanks
to the safe, fun, supportive environment,
many students find themselves accomplishing
more than they would have originally thought
possible. Thankstothe help ofthe directors and
choreographers, students feel comfortable
taking risks and reaching their full abilities.
Paul explained, “Our goal is for every camper
to walk away with a positive experience. For
some the dancing is a challenge, for others
memorizing music with different vocal parts
can be tough, but campers work hard and
always surprise themselves with what they are
able to accomplish in just one week!”

Your one place
for all your group’s

promotional needs!

Special Events or Travel Competitions
Spirit Packs & Group Booster Items

Commemorative Recognition

< \oRem EE -
<. Wyl [ 7]
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Private Label Specialty
Coffee, Tea and Instants.

Profitable and Simple.
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Naturally, there have been countless
showstoppers, but every year there is one
number thatis particularly close to the hearts
of the campers and director. Since 1996, the
camp has closed with the same number.
Campers across ages perform “Remember
Me This Way” as a group. The song is
designed to remind every parent to take a
moment to appreciate how fleeting childhood
is, and how we should treasure every moment.
As the years pass, the song seems to take
on a deeper meaning. As mentioned, Rising
Stars is intended to be a cross-generational,
community-filled experience. Alumni and
parents are invited to sing along, and during
the closing number, the directors see it as
a privilege to watch the children and their
alumni parents enjoying the same love of
music; Paul explained, there is “a touch of
magic in the Rising Stars experience.”

At Dominion, Sandi Thomas, Clover Hill
High School Choral Director and Director of
award-winning show choirs New Dimensions
and Iridescence, noted that, though students
adore the variety and appreciate the intensity
of the camp, their younger students can
struggle with the length of the rehearsals.
Let’s face it: Middle schoolers are not known

for their attention spans; however, as the
camp nears its end, the students become so
involved in the workshops, they are requesting
more rehearsal time--they become invested
in putting on a phenomenal showcase. And
as Deanna Friedel, Clover Hill High School
Booster Club President, noted, learning all the
choreography in five days is an impressive
feat at any age. To help the campers feel as
confident as possible before going onstage,
Dominion offers additional assistance with the
routines outside of workshops. Thomas stated,
by the end of the camp, the students’ perfor-
mance “blows [her] mind!”

What is Coming this Summer?

Much like with any successful program, transi-
tions are needed with growth. The camp has
expanded to two new locations—Mundelein
and Lake Villa. Rising Stars began in Wheaton
and has continued to thrive in this area, and
they are hoping to continue to attract more
students across the Chicagoland area. Rising
Stars’ original founder, Julie Barger Petrando,
joined with Erin Paul, who is a Rising Stars
alumni. Paul has been a part of the camp since
its inception in 1996. Paul has progressed
from camper, to student staff member, to

director of the Wee Rising Stars group.
Finally, after earning her degree in Music
Performance, she is now the co-owner of the
camp with Julie Barger Petrando. To highlight
the strong sense of community Rising Stars
exudes, Paul’s daughter was the first “grand-
student” to attend camp.

Dominion also has some exciting devel-
opments. Their locality has started offering
teachers professional development points for
attending the camp and learning how Dominion
Show Choir Campis run. There are certain stipu-
lations put forth by the county, but nevertheless,
it is exciting for like-minded colleagues to earn
these much needed points. Thomas is thrilled
that the school system sees the value in what
the directors are doing at camp.

The Creative Team

Rising Stars is clearly proud of their creative
team, which involves local talent as well as top
professionals in their fields. When selecting
music for the productions, the team takes a
collaborative, eclectic approach by pulling
from a variety of genres. But like most
directors know, choosing music can be a
tricky business, especially when working with
young students, the creative team needs to

ShowChoirStock.com — the only website
that sells nothing but show choir arrangements

you can purchase and use immediately!

el

We sell high quality stock arrangements at affordable prices that
DON'’T need any further licensing! That’s right—you’ll never have to
go through the extra hassle and expense of using a third party company
in order to perform the music you buy from ShowChoirStock.com.

Can't find a song that's right for your show?! Contact
us to see if we can license and add your desired title to
our catalog—or have a custom-written original song
created just for your group!

We accept credit cards as well as purchase orders,
so don't miss a beat—order, download, and start
rehearsing your music in minutes!

Professionally produced rehearsal tracks
for every chart!

Dozens of brand new arrangements
every year!

Several complete show packages available
at a 10% discount!

productionsmag.com
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Show Choir Summer Camps continued

pick songs that appeal to campers and the
parents alike. Founder Julie Barger Petrando
is a master at crafting the playlist. From lyrical
to lively, Rising Stars covers the gamut.

Dominion takes a slightly different
approach. At this camp, the choreographers
are paired with a director, and they develop
the pieces together. Thomas explained,
they work together to create their own little
mini-shows, and have complete autonomy
over their sets.

What are the Challenges?

Despite Rising Stars having an impressive
twenty-four season run so far, still the biggest
challenge they face is getting the word about
their camp out into the public. Considering
their recent expansion, they are eager to be
able to share the venues with new up-and-
coming performers. If anyone is interested in
starting a Rising Stars program in their local
area, Erin Paul expressed a warm welcome,
and she is happy to help with development.
For more information, email info@risingstar-
scamp.com.

Dominion was able to find lightning in a
bottle out of a situation that they were origi-
nally concerned may be a struggle. A couple of
years ago when they introduced their youngest

performers, there was some trepidation. In
addition to their minimal attention span, middle
schoolers are also not known for their filter.
Thomas was a little wary about how all the
students might interact, but the integration of
elementary school students was nothing short
of magical; Thomas was so glad Dominion
decidedtoinclude younger students, because
the positive energy and excitement they
contributed was utterly contagious.

Additionally, another concern Friedel
expressed was ensuring that all students were
able to showcase their talents. With group
sizes comprised of about fifty students, it can
be difficult to highlight every students’ gifts,
but the directors and choreographers work
hard to highlight each student’s ability. “The
campers work so hard all week,” explained
Friedel, “we want everyone to shine on the
final evening!”

Advice for Future Camp Directors

Much like in real estate, the mantra for
success can be summarized in one keyword:
People, people, people. Dominion’s Friedel
explained, the secret to a successful camp is
a passionate creative group and staff. When
the teachers love what they are doing, this
will trickle down and ignite the passion in

the students. And by offering a multitude
of different workshops, the camp can help
guarantee that there will be something to
interest any and all students.

Aleise Matheson, the Dominion Show Choir
Camp Chair, also emphasized the importance
of offering individual vocal lessons, which
is something the students truly appreciate.
Fiedel also added that having an ice cream
social couldn’t hurt anything.

The love all the directors and leadership
have for their students is palpable. Paul with
Risings Stars as well as Fiedel, Thomas, and
Matheson from Dominion all raved about their
students, and how much pride they feel atthe
end of camp.

Show choir is so much more than an extra-
curricular activity—it is a community. These
camps are places where students learn their
strengths, gain self-confidence, and develop
friendships that can carry well into adulthood.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Cassidy Clevenger is a
Samford University alum. She is currently in graduate
school at Samford in the MSW program, while

working as a staff writer.

Over 100
shapes for all
occasions!

FREE
Brochures

FREE
Shipping

LEARN MORE
OR SIGN UP NOW!

1-800-247-0188
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MADE IN THE USA

Manhasset Chorale®
Microphone Stand
(Model #3016)

LED Lamp Il
(Model #1060)

Quality and innovation since 1935. Jook for f/ée

[l

Many great colors to chose from!

o

YouTube

o"/g/;( *

¥

o

Matte Finish
Symphony Stand
{Model #4801-MGR}

o

Noteworthy
Music Stand  Symphony Music Stand
(Model #48)
Available In 12 Styles Available In 20 Colors

MANHASSETSTANDS.COM

productionsmag.com



WINNING
SHOW CHOIRS

HAVE ONE THING IN COMMON...

26 GRAND CHAMPIONS!!

"Sound FX" (3 Times) Hanover HS (VA)
"Knightingales" Thomas Dale HS (VA)

"Faces" Crete-Monee HS (IL)

"Madz" & "New Horizons" (2 Times) Lee Davis HS (VA)
"Premier Edition" East Noble HS (IN)

"Jazz" Auburn Junior High (AL)

"Orange Sensations” (2 Times) Wayne County HS (MS)
"Opening Knight" South Dearborn HS (IN)

"Show Cards" Colerain HS (OH)

"Femmes Fatales" (3 Times) Plainfield HS (IN)

"Debut" (2 Times) Mills E. Godwin HS (VA

"Class Act" Carmel Middle School (IN)

"Central Attraction" Pearl River Central HS (MS)

"8th Street Singing Company" Tift County HS (GA)
"Diamond Sensations" (2 Times) & "Crimson Heat" New Palestine HS (IN)

"Harmony In Motion" Douglas Freeman HS (VA)

29 Ist Runner Up Awards!

"Highlights" (2 Times) Hanover HS (VA)

"Opening Knight" (5 Times) South Dearborn HS (IN)
"Visions" Grenada HS (MS)

"8th Street Singing Company" Tift County HS (GA)
"Sound Surge" (2 Times) Biloxi HS (MS)

"Impressions" Opelika HS (AL)

"Faces" & "Cavaliers" Crete-Monee (IL)

"(m)Pulse" Menchville HS (VA)

“Crimson Heat" & “Diamond Sensations” New Palestine HS (IN)
"Orange Sensations" (2 Times) Wayne County HS (MS)
"Treble Makers" Colonial Forge HS (VA)

"Show Cards" Colerain HS (OH)

"Premier Edition" (2 Times) East Noble HS (IN)
"Rhapsody" Northwest Ranking HS (MS)

"Central Attraction" Pearl River Central HS (MS)
"Femmes Fatales" (2 Times) Plainfield HS (IN)

"Knight Scene" Thomas Dale HS (VA)

"Harmony In Motion" (2 Times) Douglas Freeman HS (VA)

Music Arrangement Services, Inc. is very proud
of the accomplishments of its 2016-2017 show choirs!

BE A WINNER!!

NEARLY 2,000 ARRANGEMENTS ON FILE.
ALWAYS LICENSED, ALWAYS LEGAL.

Senvices, IYuc.
jeff@showchoirmusic.com 615-491-2187
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2019 DATES & LOCATIONS

FAME New York March 7-10
FAME Orlando March 14-17
Show Choir America (Orlando) March 21-24
FAME Chicago March 28-31
FAME Branson April 4-7
FAME Hollywood April 11-14
Show Choir National Finals May 4

www.fameproductions.com

A special thank you to our sponsors:

The top show choir competition in
America for America’s top show choirs!

HAMPIONS

HESTERToN HIGH SCHOOL DRIFTERS

4¢h Runner Y
Martinsburg

The Show Choir National Finals, held April 22, 2018 at the
Genesee Theater in Chicago, presented the annual Aspire
Awards to the following industry professionals:

Lifetime Achievement Award Michael & Randie Parks

Vocal Vanguard Zach Bjornsen (Millard West HS)
Visual Vanguard Kevin Chase
Best New Director Thomas Young (Millard West HS)
Best New Choreographer Dallas J Pritt
Best Arranger Nick Brockamp
Best Costumer Gail Mclnnis Productions
Spirit of Service Damon Brown (Thirst Project)
Most Promising New Program Sheridan Northern Stars (Beth McClain)
Best Regional Competition Central Wisconsin Spectacular (Colby HS, WI

Kevin Spidler, director)

Be sure and sumbit your vote for the 2019 Aspire Nominees beginning Feb. 1!
Log onto www.showchoirs.org and select ASPIRE to vote.
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PRIESTER'S 4
PEGANS

Raise Funds with Priester’s

QQuality Pecan Pl‘OdU_CtS\ /. .
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SIMPLIFY YOUR FUNDRAISING PROGRAM! MEET YOUR GOALS WITH
PECAN PRODUCTS YOUR COMMUNITY WILL LOVE!

IT’S AS EASY AS 1-2-3!

Raise funds with Priester’s
“No Hassle Fund-Raising Program.”

Request your free Fund-Raising Kit today and see how R i A -
Priester’s Quality Food Products can help achieve all your
Fund-Raising Goals!

1-800-523-3505 A K
www.priesters.com/fundraising R Y / PRlSEw%E'FEH’S

PECANS

P.O. BOX 381 ¢ FORT DEPOSIT, AL. 36032
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