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When it comes to show choir   

  PLATFORMS,  
                there’s no competition.

S t a g e T e k ™  b y  W e n g e r ®

800-4WENGER (493-6437)   www.wengercorp.com

Engineered to provide superior performance from set-up to strike.

Take a look at StageTek’s scorecard and you’ll see the Wenger advantage in every category. 
No other portable stage has been designed and tested with the capability and features that 
matter most to show choir.

 ❏ Simple setup that doesn’t require a professional crew 
	 ❏ Lightweight decks that save your back and hands
	 ❏ Incredible strength for large groups, equipment, pianos, etc. 
	 ❏ Safe, stable & secure for your peace of mind 
	 ❏ Performance versatility for unlimited configurations 
	 ❏ Best warranty to protect your investment

Wenger has been building world-class portable stages  
for nearly seventy years. For more information –  
including specifications, load test results,  
features, and accessories – please  
call for a brochure or visit us online.

StageTek is a complete staging 
system! By interchanging decks, 
leg heights and accessories, you’ll 
find that the number of configura-
tions and uses around your facility 
is limitless. Combine that with easy 
transportation, setup and storage, 
and you’ll see why StageTek is 
such a hit. 

“At our national show choir championships, StageTek 
platforms were used from 7:00 a.m. until midnight by 
1,800 singers. It was a good test for the platforms and 
they held up beautifully.”

–  Joel Biggs, President / Executive Producer & Bert Johnson,  
Vice President / Producer, FAME Events

“Wenger hit a home run with StageTek. They’re a great 
addition to our show choir program. The kids work for so 
long to put together these great shows that having great 
equipment to sing and dance on is imperative.”

–  Jeff Kelly, Choral Director, 
Bloomington Jefferson High School, Bloomington, MN
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StageTek by 
Wenger is MORE 
than a show 
choir platform.

Sample configurations:

Accessories:

ADA Ramp

See our website for even more accessories.

NEW!

What StageTek  
    users are saying...
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FUNDRAISING  
ON A MAJOR SCALE

IT TAKES A VILLAGE  
TO RAISE A STAR: 
DESCANTS SHOW CHOIR
by Cassidy Clevenger

Across most disciplines, working collabora-

tively is tantamount to success; show choir is 

no exception. To put on a show, most schools 

have a large productions team including 

directors, choreographers, costumers, 

lighting designers, arrangers, parents, and 

so on. In this article, we explore the creative 

process for Indiana's North Central High 

School's Descants.

6

Make fundraising your forte! We know that you, 

as music educators, are always looking for ways 

to raise money for your music travel program. 

To help you out, we have collected information 

on dozens of different fundraisers. Whether you 

want to sell a product, host an event, or gather 

donations online you’ll find ideas and options here. 

Once you have chosen a fundraiser, it’s equally 

important to make sure everyone knows about it. 

We'll provide you with the best tips in promoting 

your fundraisers so you can "Fundraise on a 

Major Scale."

14
by Jon Linker

Cover photo of Descants Show Choir
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Across most disciplines, working collaboratively is tantamount to success; show choir is no 

exception. To put on a show, most schools have a large productions team including directors,  

choreographers, costumers, lighting designers, arrangers, parents, and so on. For this article, we 

wanted to explore the creative process involved in North Central High School’s (NCHS) Descants, 

including the director, Michael Berg Raunick, arranger, Garrett Breeze, and costumer, Deborah Nelson.

by Cassidy Clevenger

DESCANTS SHOW CHOIR

It Takes a Village 
to Raise a Star
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Takes a Village continued

Getting to Know the Team 
Raunick, originally from New Jersey, came 
to Indiana to begin his student teaching 
with NCHS and has risen to the position of 
choral director since then. Similarly, Breeze 
was hired to do his first ever arrangement for 
the Descants when he was still a student at 
NCHS, and has now grown into a nationally 
respected professional hired by 30 schools. 
He is now a highly sought after choral arranger 
and owner of Breeze Tunes. Finally, Nelson, 
the owner and head costume designer for 
Satin Stitches, has been working in fashion 
design her entire adult life; her business 
first involved mostly formal wear, and as her 
career progressed, her love for the glitz and 
glamor came into fruition. The Descants is 
an all-female choral group, comprised of 55 
sophomore to senior students. This team of 
students and professionals recently came 
together to create their 2019 Pirates and 
Police show. 

Inspirations 
Anybody who has to consistently be creative 
knows that inspiration can come from just 
about anything and anywhere. Raunick’s 
concept for Pirates and Police was originally 

influenced by Gilbert and Sullivan’s Pirates 
of Penzance and “Poor Pirates” from 
Spongebob Squarepants: The Musical. From 
these seeds sparked the development for 
the entire show. 

Once the idea and themes were 
established, Raunick and Breeze began 
collaborating on the music. When Breeze is 
arranging for a school, his goal is to highlight 
the students’ strengths, and design music that 
will be “best for the kids.” Breeze’s creative 
process of choosing and adapting songs 
has developed over years of soaking up 
music—he listens to a wide variety of styles 
and does his best to stay up-to-date on what 
songs are out there. Sadly, due to Copyright 
Laws, many of the primary inspirations for the 
show, “Poor Pirates,” could not be included in 
the 2019 Descants’ performance. However, 
Raunick and Breeze did not let this dampen 
their spirits. Instead, Breeze constructed 
a completely original song for the girls to 
perform and set the swashbuckling tone of 
the show. 

As the men and the students continued 
working on music, Raunick and Nelson begin 
collaborating on costumes. Raunick explains 
that he wanted to give Nelson virtually 

unlimited creative control over the design of 
the costumes; he knew he wanted the girls to 
look like pirates, and he wanted all fifty-five 
costumes to be individualized—aside from 
that, Nelson and her team of designers were 
free to develop their vision. Nelson explains 
the inspirations for the costumes were 
heavily influenced by theatre costuming (as 
opposed to the more traditional show choir 
look). The end products are something the 
whole team of Satin Stitches and Raunick are 
very proud to display at competitions. 

Collaborations
Working as a team requires a lot of emails, 
phone calls, and nearly endless amounts 
of energy. According to Breeze, there were 
many late night conversations with Raunick 
trying to sort out show logistics. In general, 
collaborating is a lengthy process, mostly due 
to the back-and-forth nature of creating. For 
instance, of the fifty-five dresses made, there 
are four main designs, which could be mixed 
and matched with different colors, fabrics, 
and accessories. After the base design 
was settled between Nelson and Raunick, 
the girls were given sample fabrics and 
accessories and asked to design their own 



www.showchoirmusic.com    jeff@showchoirmusic.com    615-491-2187

WINNING 
SHOW CHOIRS 
HAVE ONE THING IN COMMON…

26 GRAND CHAMPIONS!!
"Sound FX" (3 Times) Hanover HS (VA)

"Knightingales" Thomas Dale HS (VA)

"Faces" Crete-Monee HS (IL)

"Madz" & "New Horizons" (2 Times) Lee Davis HS (VA)

"Premier Edition" East Noble HS (IN)

"Jazz" Auburn Junior High (AL)

"Orange Sensations" (2 Times) Wayne County HS (MS) 

"Opening Knight" South Dearborn HS (IN)

"Show Cards" Colerain HS (OH)

"Femmes Fatales" (3 Times) Plainfi eld HS (IN) 

"Debut" (2 Times) Mills E. Godwin HS (VA

"Class Act" Carmel Middle School (IN)

"Central Attraction" Pearl River Central HS (MS)

"8th Street Singing Company" Tift County HS (GA)

"Diamond Sensations" (2 Times) & "Crimson Heat" New Palestine HS (IN)

"Harmony In Motion" Douglas Freeman HS (VA)

29 1st Runner Up Awards!
"Highlights" (2 Times) Hanover HS (VA)

"Opening Knight" (5 Times) South Dearborn HS (IN)

"Visions" Grenada HS (MS)

"8th Street Singing Company" Tift County HS (GA)

"Sound Surge" (2 Times) Biloxi HS (MS)

"Impressions" Opelika HS (AL)
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"(m)Pulse" Menchville HS (VA)
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"Orange Sensations" (2 Times) Wayne County HS (MS) 

"Treble Makers" Colonial Forge HS (VA)
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"Premier Edition" (2 Times) East Noble HS (IN)

"Rhapsody" Northwest Ranking HS (MS)
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"Knight Scene" Thomas Dale HS (VA)
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Music Arrangement Services, Inc. is very proud 
of the accomplishments of its 2016-2017 show choirs!

BE A WINNER!!
NEARLY 2,000 ARRANGEMENTS ON FILE. 
ALWAYS LICENSED, ALWAYS LEGAL.

25 YEARS 

ADJUDICATION 
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individual dress. As Raunick put it, he wanted 
the girls to feel like the dresses were theirs. 
“The workload is very intense,” says Nelson, 
“but the payoff is incredible.”

Hiccups Along the Way 
Much like pirates, show choir professionals 
can expect some rocky seas. In addition to 
the Copyright Purgatory putting Raunick and 
Breeze in musical limbo for months, simply 
finding the time to talk and collaborate has its 
difficulties. Luckily, there seems to be a strong 
sense of camaraderie within the show choir 
community, and many of the partnerships are 
more than just business relationships, and are 
true friendships. This sense of togetherness 
makes the stressful process of creating a 
show more fun for everyone involved. 

Additionally, figuring out the logistics, 
such as costume changes, proves to be one 
of the greatest challenges in planning the 
show. All of the girls change from pirates, 
to police, and back to pirates again. This 
is a challenge, because due to the quick 
turnaround in outfits, the chaos of backstage 
has to be organized; if the girls are too hasty 
in taking off their pirate costumes, when it is 
time to change back into them, it may take 

too long. Eventually, logistics are ironed out, 
and the show consistently goes off without 
a hitch.  

Proudest Moments 
When recalling their proudest moment, 
Raunick and Breeze spoke highly about 
the girls of Descants. Raunick, in particular, 
speaks about all the hard work the girls put 
into making the show as strong as possible, 
and how they make his job even more fun. As 
he put it, the girls push themselves, and he 
is just there to help them reach their goals. 
“[The Descants] are one of the best” show 
choirs Breeze has worked with throughout 
his career; due to their talent and eagerness, 
Breeze feels like he can take more innovative 
risks with their productions.  

Another noteworthy collaboration 
involves one of the parents. In addition to 
the beautiful costumes created by Satin 
Stitches, one of the Descants’ moms, Lisa 
Voy, repurposed and reconstructed old 
dresses from a previous season to make the 
Police costumes. She spent dozens of hours 
altering gowns from seasons past, in order to 
make completely original police uniforms for 
all the girls. 

Advice 
Breaking into the show choir world is no easy 
feat. Nelson recommends to anybody wanting 
to utilize custom costumes to be prepared 
for a possible clash between creativity and 
cost. There are times in costuming where the 
details will offer little more than an increased 
invoice, because certain details will not 
translate on stage; in short, be realistic. 

Breeze stresses the importance of 
networking and developing strong, positive 
relationships. He explains that creating a 
show is a long and hard process, but when 
partners are friends with one another, it 
makes the experience easier. Furthermore, 
by attending competitions and judging, he 
has been able to meet directors, other show 
choir professionals, and get more referrals, 
which has allowed Breeze Tunes to grow. 

Finally, Raunick tells all future or up-and-
coming directors to follow their passions. 
Students will be more driven and excited 
when it is clear their director is excited, 
because his/her energy will be the driving 
force behind the choir. When a director 
listens to his/her heart, and does what is 
best for the students, the director can also 
feel more comfortable taking risks and 

Takes a Village continued

STAGING · ACOUSTICS · RIGGING · ·
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pushing boundaries. He also warns against 
getting too captivated by the advice of other 
directors—just because there is a traditional 
way to create or perform, that does not mean 
the traditional way is what is best for him or 
his students. 

Henry Ford once said, “Coming together 
is the beginning. Keeping together is 
progress. Working together is success.” 
Anytime there are many opinions coming 
from different directions, it can be difficult to 
remember the original goal of the collabo-
ration. This is why it is important for directors 
to surround themselves with people who are 
just as passionate as themselves. Teamwork 
is about much more than a product or 
success—it is also about growth. When 
collaborators are fair and respectful, all 
members involved have the opportunities to 
learn and develop.

Takes a Village continued

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Cassidy Clevenger is a  

Samford University alum. She is currently in graduate 

school at Samford in the MSW program, while 

working as a staff writer.
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This article is excerpted from the eBook “Fundraising on a Major Scale” by Jon Linker at Encore Tours. Encore is a performance tour company helping music 
directors share their music with the world on international choir, band, and orchestra tours.

FUNDRAISING ON A MAJOR SCALE
by Jon Linker



Make fundraising your forte! 

We know that you, as music 

educators, are always 

looking for ways to raise 

money for your music travel 

program. 

To help you out, we have collected 

information on dozens of different 

fundraisers. Whether you want to 

sell a product, host an event or 

gather donations online you’ll find 

ideas and options here.

Once you have chosen a fundraiser, 

it’s equally important to make sure 

everyone knows about it. We'll 

provide you with the best tips in 

promoting your fundraisers so you 

can "Fundraise on a Major Scale."

Photo courtesy the Vestavia Hills Singers
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Fundraising continued

Creating Your Fundraising Team
The first step to fundraising is to delegate! Choose one 
of your participants to spearhead the tour fundraising 
efforts. Find someone who is a good leader and can work 
independently. This person may even choose to delegate 
to a full fundraising team which can tackle various projects!

 

Planning Your Fundraising Calendar 
With your fundraising chair, plan your first kickoff meeting 
together to discuss your financial goals and map out your 
fundraising calendar. First, discuss how much time you 
have to fundraise and how much money is needed.

Once you have those two numbers, plan fundraising 
activities that are appropriate for your goals.

For example, if you need to raise hundreds of thousands 
of dollars, a bake sale probably won't cut it. You'll be better 
off planning a few formal gala events. 

If every student only needs to raise a couple hundred 
dollars, then you could choose fundraisers that focus on the 
individual. Knowing your community and your participants 
is essential to choosing the right fundraising activities.

From here, plan out your full fundraising calendar. 
Determine which events/projects you want to tackle, 
choose dates, set fundraising goals for each and delegate 
action items to your team. 

Then, let your fundraising chair take over. Schedule 
a check-in together before your first fundraising event to 
make sure you are on track for your goals.Photo courtesy the Vestavia Hills Singers
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Fundraising continued

Products
Selling popular items that members of your community need or were 
planning to buy anyway can be a great way to raise money for your 
music program. Whether its candles, cell phone chargers or mattresses, 
there are hundreds of products to choose as gifts or for personal use.

 

Food And Beverages
Everybody needs to eat and drink, right? That’s why popular foods 
and beverages like coffee, doughnuts, pizza and fruit can make great 
fundraisers.

 

Apparel
Selling branded apparel not only raises funds for your cause, but also 
markets and promotes it. Try a "T-Shirt Crowdfunding Campaign." It's an 
unusual, yet brilliant, fundraising idea!

Promotions 
Fundraising goes beyond planning. Promotions are key to meeting your 
fundraising goals!

• Ask one of your creative participants to design a flyer for 
your event.

• Get a printing company to sponsor you by donating printing costs.

• Schedule a day for "painting the town with flyers" with your partici-
pants. Divide them by regions in the area and make a list of places 
to hang them.



Dutch Mill Bulbs originated fundraising-with–flower bulbs over 50 years ago. Our fall and spring fundraising 

programs offer easy-to-sell and easy-to-grow varieties of bulbs and bare root perennials. We’ve helped 

tens of thousands of groups exceed their fundraising goals with our guaranteed-to-grow product and 

“no hidden cost” flower bulb fundraising programs.

Dutch Mill Bulbs is the perfect fundraiser for your group. Schools, PTA’s, PTO’s, sports and athletic teams, 

cheerleaders, dance ensembles, booster clubs, academic clubs, marching bands, concert bands, choral 

groups, drama clubs, libraries, choirs, community groups, churches, and scouts – to name but a few 

– have all successfully raised funds by “going green” with our eco-friendly, economically priced no-risk 

fundraising programs. Since its inception, Dutch Mill Bulbs has been recognized for outstanding service, 

value, quality and reliability. You can count on us for your most successful fundraiser ever! 

1.800.533.8824 | dutchmillbulbs.com

• Earn at least 50% profit on each sale!

•  Free Sales Brochures

•  Free Shipping

•  No Hidden Costs!

• Prizes and Cash Rewards!

• It’s Fun! It’s Easy!
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 Sometimes it takes a big name to get people to 
show up to your event. Do you have a local celebrity 
or an alumna who is famous in your community? Invite 
them to come speak and, if they agree, add their name 
to your promotional materials.

If you have a blog, have someone blog pre-event, 
at the event and post-event with information on how 
to participate/donate.

 

Video/Live Stream
Everyone loves a good video! Try to live-stream your 
events, when possible.

• Use video as a means of getting people to your event. 
Take videos of your group inviting people to come.

• Try taking a series of videos of your participants 
telling their story—why music is important to them, 
why traveling can change their life, etc.

Post on your social channels and website, then 
send to the media to promote your event.

 

Business Sponsorship Packets
Delegate a job to one of your parents or companions 
who has connections in the community. 

Ask them to develop a "sponsorship packet" with 
donation levels and benefits to take around to the local 
businesses in your community.  

Fundraising continued

Special Events or Travel Competitions
Spirit Packs & Group Booster Items
Commemorative Recognition

www.allaboutadvertisingllc.com  .  205-563-1750

Your one place 
for all your group’s 
promotional needs!

Private Label Specialty  
Coffee, Tea and Instants.

www.schoolspiritcoffee.com     800-570-1443

45 – 50 % PROFIT
Designed to be  
Profitable and Simple.

The fundraiser you 
love, the products 
you enjoy!
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jon Linker comes to Encore Tours after 

twenty years as a professional trumpet player in United States 

Air Force bands including assignments in Ohio, Germany, 

Massachusetts and California. Jon holds a bachelor's degree 

in trumpet performance from Northern Illinois University.

Individual
Every individual is responsible for fundraising. Your 
participants can individually develop their own unique 
fundraising plans. 

Perhaps they wish to host their own party with friends 
and family or set up a GoFundMe account. Encourage 
your participants to take advantage of the available 
fundraising resources to earn extra money for their trip!

 

Follow-Ups After Event
Even after a fundraising event, the fundraising continues. 
Keep reminding your supporters to donate year-round!

This article is excerpted from the eBook “Fundraising on a Major 
Scale”–download the eBook for even more fundraising resources, 
including links to fundraising products, sample sponsorship levels 
and benefits, examples of goal planning, and more! Download the 
“Fundraising on a Major Scale” eBook at: pages.encoretours.com/
FundraisingOnAMajorScale

Photo courtesy the Vestavia Hills Singers
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