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LIFTING VOICES AND 
SPIRITS: SHOW CHOIR  
AND COVID-19
by Cassidy Clevenger

Normally whenever I cover a story for 

Productions, I will focus on just one school. 

For this piece, however, I will be breaking my 

normal protocol. Since the rest of the world 

is going off script, I might as well too. We are 

living in strange days, and many show choirs 

are making a concerted effort to keep life as 

streamlined as possible for their students. 

Due to COVID-19, many shows had to be 

canceled; competitions had to be canceled.

6

Let’s talk a minute about mental health and 

society—certainly not common topics associated 

with the wonderous world of show choir, where 

everything is beautiful, joyful, and synchronized 

to peppy beats. The weight of oppression and 

societal expectations is often invisible, yet feels 

as real as any physical wound. An amazing show 

choir, and their fearless leader, tackled a show 

that address these shackles.

14
by Cassidy Clevenger
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Lifting Voices and Spirits continued

We are living in strange days, and many schools 
are making a concerted effort to keep life as 
streamlined as possible for their students. Due 
to COVID-19, many shows had to be canceled; 
competitions had to be canceled.

Instead of focusing on what was lost—
especially for seniors in these groups—the show 
choir world did what it always does: It rallied.

Many show choirs and schools took this 
disappointment, and fear, and decided to focus 
even harder on doing what they do: spreading 
light and hope.

Through this, we have all been reminded 
of the strength and perseverance in the show 
choir world, which comes from the power of the 
individuals in each group, and the power of the 
group being one united force.

Not only did they find ways to share the 
shows they had worked on, but they are even 
finding ways around other hurdles, like auditions 
for the upcoming year.

 

Lags and Leaps:  
Video Conference Auditions
Several schools across the country have had 
to consider alternative options regarding how 
to hold auditions for the upcoming season. A 
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solution for many schools has been holding  
live auditions via Zoom.

Prior to the Zoom audition, the students 
are sent a recording of the choreography and 
expected to perform the dance during the Zoom 
call. One common complaint noted by several 
directors, however, was how “laggy” most video 
conference apps can be. Trying to synchronize 
multiple singers, well, forget about it…

Other schools are using Google Classroom 
and Google Drive as a means to share videos 
and files for auditions. Using these tools, 
students and directors are able to commu-
nicate in real time, as well as review recordings 
as often as they want.

This option can benefit students who have 
questions, as well as directors who wish to 
review audition “tapes” more than once.

Many directors are choosing to break up 
auditions into two days. As long as the individual 
auditions are kept brief, they report that the 
process can be pretty simple.

Let’s face it, auditions are never that fast 
or easy; however, assuming there are minimal 
technical issues to sort out, this process 
shouldn’t be much more time consuming than 
a traditional audition process.

615-491-2187
jeff@showchoirmusic.com 

Keep your show choir winning with

105 Grand Champions/ 
First Place Winners  
and 115 Second Place  
Winners since 2016.

EXISTING  
ARRANGEMENTS 
ARE ONLY 

$149
*Does not include licensing or edits.

O R I G I N A L  A R R A N G E M E N T S   .   A L W A Y S  L I C E N S E D   .    A D J U D I C A T I O N S   .   W O R K S H O P S  

Nearly 2,000 fully detailed scores to ensure your  
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Considerations When 
Auditioning in Quarantine
One major concern that has arisen is how to handle 
situations where students lack the necessary 
technology to submit an audition.

Some directors are opting to judge students 
based on their performances from the previous 
year, and bypass 2020 auditions completely.

Other schools are confronting the issue of 
technology access by providing students with 
laptops or tablets; however, even this accom-
modation can’t address the potential issue of 
reliable WiFi.

Furthermore, not all students are living in an 
environment they feel comfortable sharing with 
their peers or directors. Home lives for students 
can be chaotic or embarrassing, and they would 
prefer not to broadcast their personal lives. When 
requiring video conferencing for auditions, directors 
may want to take these concerns into consideration.

 

Charting a Path Forward
There is a lot of uncertainty in the world right 
now, and COVID-19 certainly rocked the compe-
tition scene. Many competitions were postponed 
or completely canceled. They are still discussing 
hosting and prepping for upcoming competitions 

Lifting Voices and Spirits continued

Photo courtesy Camden Catholic High School
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and even discussing camps as far out as 
Spring 2021. Show choirs know how to 
plan ahead.

For many, losing the chance to compete 
was initially heartbreaking. Prepping for these 
trips requires countless hours of practice 
as well as a financial commitment. When 
faced with adversity, there are a few ways 
to respond: get angry, get discouraged, or 
get motivated.

Inspiring Hope
This spring, many of us are turning to the arts 
for comfort. While some have been binge-
watching YouTube and Netflix for more than 

a month, others are expressing themselves 
through music or crafts.

We are living in a world that is thirsty for 
encouragement and empowerment, and 
some schools are responding to this social 
isolation with web-based performances. 
Students are sharing videos, working hard to 
get people smiling again, and many of those 
virtual performances that they have shared 
quickly went viral.

I have to mention here, too, that it’s 
not just show choir—other choirs are also 
staying upbeat and positive, finding ways 
to share their voices, even from isolation. 
Chicago's Camden Catholic High has been 

featured on Access Hollywood and NPR due 

to its wholesome message and the choir’s 

incredible talent. Cleveland's  Wadsworth 

High is another school that was recently 

featured on a local news station for its 

uplifting message of hope in their rendition 

of “Sun is Gonna Shine Again.”

These schools, and so many others, have 

been able to turn a tragedy into something 

inspirational. Even in dark days, we find solace 

in performing and enjoying music. It is no 

coincidence that so many songs featured on 

these virtual concerts are ballads and hymns.

Right now, more than ever, it is important 

to inundate ourselves with joyful music 

that soothes and uplifts—and to surround 

ourselves with people who persist, create, 

and never stop shining. 

Lifting Voices and Spirits continued

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Cassidy Clevenger is a  

Samford University alum. She is currently in grad-

uate school at Samford in the MSW program, while 

working as a staff writer for Flaherty Media.

We are living in a world that is thirsty for encouragement and empowerment, 

and some show choirs are responding to this social isolation with web-based 

performances. Students are sharing videos, working hard to get people 

smiling again, and many of those virtual performances that they have shared 

quickly went viral.
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FREEDOM FROM OUR 
SHARED CHAINS

by Cassidy Clevenger



Let’s talk a minute about mental health and society—certainly not common 

topics associated with the wonderous world of show choir, where every-

thing is beautiful, joyful, and synchronized to peppy beats. The weight of 

oppression and societal expectations is often invisible, yet feels as real 

as any physical wound. An amazing show choir, and their fearless leader, 

tackled a show that address these shackles.
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Freedom From Our Shared Chains continued

Within each of us is a delicate interplay 
between who we are, who we want to be, 
and who society tells us who we ought to 
be. Sans the few brave, loner souls who 
live out in the wilderness, living off nature 
and hijacked WiFi, everyone can relate 
to the feelings of being judged, margin-
alized, or being unjustly dismissed. 

Tess Tazioli, show choir director, 
and her girls from Fishers High School’s 
female ensemble—Sound—shine stage 
lights on these often side-stepped topics 
among both the show choir world and 
our culture. In an environment that often 
focuses on the brighter traits of life, 
Sound and Tazioli instead dedicated their 
most recent productions to illuminating 
personal growth and community connec-
tivity in the face of systemic oppression.  

From Self to Society 
The theme of the show Breaking  
Chains—on its surface—is about a prison  
break. As the scene opens, the set is 
decorated with prison bars and chains. 
This iron-laden set design, in conjunction 
with the opening narrative voiceover 

about the “ongoing battle” of stigmas, 
instantly creates a powerful atmosphere 
of immersion for the audience to become 
lost in. 

As Tazioli explains, Breaking Chains, 
in its less literal translation, is about 
destroying the anchors of sexism, racism, 
and homophobia that are maliciously 
placed on someone. Then, by working 
as a team, everyone can loosen these 
shackles and find personal, emotional 
emancipation. 

Ava Benvenutti, a junior at Fishers 
High and Morale Captain for Sound, 
summarized the purpose of the 
production beautifully: 

"One of the big things in the theme 
of our show this year is how we need 
to find courage together to stand up to 
the things that are putting us down and 
the things that are oppressing us. And I 
really like how [the show] is so versatile 
[in covering] all the issues we are facing. 
Like yes, it’s against sexism, but it’s 
also against racism, and homophobia/
transphobia...it’s really important to lift 
people up and find strength together to 
overcome them."

800-220-0165
peakgrouptravel.com

The perfect choir 
trip is an exciting 
and transformative 
adventure. But let’s 
face it—the planning 
process can be 
stressful. Want to 
make sure your next 
choir trip begins and 
ends on a high note? 

Contact Peak Group 
Travel today.

MUSIC TO YOUR EARS
The trip of a lifetime. No planning required. 
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Freedom From Our Shared Chains continued

Morgan Joiner, fellow junior at Fishers, as well 
as Communications Director for Sound, added 
to this point by discussing how freedom for self, 
in both accepting and confronting emotions 
through authenticity, is what matters in the 
pursuit of freedom. Joiner also explained how 
the process of working through these emotions 
sparked exponential growth in her confidence 
to confront her emotions holistically; she hopes 
the audience is inspired by the story to face their 
demons as well. Additionally, as a person of color, 
she noted how inspiring it was to see so many 
people of color highlighted and headlining the 
production. 

Giving Life to the Intangible
After deciding to pursue her goal of bringing 
these powerful thoughts to the stage, Tazioli 
had to figure out how to portray all the —isms 
of society in a practical, palpable way. Tazioli 
explained this is largely done via songs which, 
in themselves, have layered meanings. 

The show opens with “Renegade” by Styx, 
which establishes feelings of anger and fear. 
This tone was next continued by “Circus of Your 
Mind” from Finding Neverland: The Musical, 
which explores how the confines of imprisonment 

STAGING · ACOUSTICS · RIGGING · ·
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promote a type of psychosis among the 

inmates. Due to the recent self-isolation 

many are (hopefully) practicing in response 

to COVID-19, there is a newfound appreci-

ation and understanding of how unwanted 

lockdowns can wear on a psyche. 

Fleshing Out the Figures 
Next, the girls performed “Hard Hearted 

Hannah” by Ella Fitzgerald, which explores 

how the inmates are still able to find a 

sense of life, even within the captivity of the 

steel bars. 

During this number, the show is exploring 

the concept of maintaining a sense of identity, 

even when—by all other accounts—someone 

has been stripped of the things that make 

someone an individual. 

As the audience is being introduced 

to the idea of identity within prison, the 

girls transition into “Cell Block Tango” from 

Chicago—a song which is about human-

izing these otherwise villainized women. 

And as the audience learns backstories and 

motivations of the characters, the themes of 

empowerment and strength are personified. 

Time to Catch Our Breaths 
Next, the group moves into the ballad. After 

the rousing “Cell Block Tango” number, many 

of the girls are ready for a slower song so they 

can regain their stamina. 

Additionally, the ballad, which is a combi-

nation of “Free at Last” from Big River: The 

Musical and “Flight” by Carnelia Craig,  is also 

the song Sound performed for their virtual 

choir video project—which has since gone 

viral. In the full production of Breaking Chains, 

this ballad allows the audience a moment 

to step back and appreciate the emotional 

journey that has unfolded. In the virtual choir 

video, since the piece is segregated from 
the rest of the narrative, the audience is 
able to appreciate the message of hope on 
its own merit.

Within the context of the show, however, 
the ballad serves the purpose of giving the 
audience and the characters a moment 
of reflection, or as Tazioli explained, time 
for “clarity for these really dark and deep 
themes” the production was focused on 
expressing. Joiner explained that this song 
was the player's opportunity to show the full 
range of emotions those imprisoned (in any 
form) likely experience. This, in turn, leads to 
the climax of the story. 

The show opens with “Renegade” by Styx, which establishes feelings of anger and 

fear. This tone was next continued by “Circus of Your Mind” from Finding Neverland: 

The Musical, which explores how the confines of imprisonment promotes a type of 

psychosis among the inmates. Due to recent isolation practices, there is a newfound 

appreciation and understanding of how unwanted lockdowns can wear on a psyche.

CONTACT US:
763.323.9507
SATINSTITCHES.COM

Watch for

 NEW SPECIALS

Online

Shop Customizable Web Styles
SHOP.SATINSTITCHES.COM
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Freedom From Our Shared Chains continued

Dashing Weights and Finding Flight  
After the girls change into their second costumes, which 

shine with equal intensity to their unyielding confidence, 

the show transitions into “Jail Break” by AC/DC and “Keep 

Yourself Alive” by Queen. This is where the characters 

are showing what life can be like after prison; through 

teamwork, the girls are able to focus on the goals of 

autonomy and sovereignty within a community. 

For the next songs, Tazioli chose “Freedom” by 

Beyonce and “Break Free” by Ariana Grande. Tazioli noted 

she chose artists that were a part of the same oppressed 

groups she was highlighting throughout the production: 

women, people of color, and LGBTQ groups were repre-

sented. As Tazioli stated, the girls were “doing so much 

more than just singing and dancing”; they were delivering 

a multi-tiered message.

Audience Reactions
Sound is based out of Indiana, which is a consistently 

conservative state. When asked how the production was 

received at competitions, not only had the school won 

multiple awards for their performance, but they were 

also largely praised for their execution in portraying 

such difficult themes. Furthermore, Fishers High School 

administrators showed the utmost support for the show 

and its message. 

Professionally produced rehearsal tracks
for every chart!  

Dozens of brand new arrangements
every year! 

Several complete show packages available
at a 10% discount!

Can’t fi nd a song that’s right for your show? Contact 
us to see if we can license and add your desired title to 
our catalog—or have a custom-written original song 
created just for your group!  

We accept credit cards as well as purchase orders, 
so don’t miss a beat—order, download, and start
rehearsing your music in minutes!

HIGH QUALITY
SHOW CHOIR
ARRANGEMENTS
ShowChoirStock.com — the only website
that sells nothing but show choir arrangements 
you can purchase and use immediately!

We sell high quality stock arrangements at affordable prices that 
DON’T need any further licensing! That’s right—you’ll never have to 
go through the extra hassle and expense of using a third party company
in order to perform the music you buy from ShowChoirStock.com.
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After the Curtain Drops 
Spring 2020 has been a trying time for most Americans, 
and many of us are especially sympathetic to how hard this 
season is for graduating seniors. Sound is an extremely 
close-knit group of young women who tend to wrap 
up each rehearsal with a group hug. Due to COVID-19, 
the girls have not only lost many opportunities to show 
affection, but also have been denied the traditional, 
glorious sign-off they deserve. 

In response to this, the day before social isolation was 
formally enacted, the group got together one last time to 
sing “Free at Last.” And over the last few weeks, on social 
media, each day a single senior from the performing arts 
gets a special shout-out with their picture and bio. 

Through these actions, the seniors—as well as the rest 
of the group—are reminded to focus on unity and support. 
Much like the characters in the show, the students are 
focused on appreciation and endurance. Tazioli and 
her girls are sparkling reminders of what it means to be 
strong, steadfast, compassionate women, undeterred by 
temporary setbacks. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Cassidy Clevenger is a  Samford University 

alum. She is currently in graduate school at Samford in the MSW 

program, while working as a staff writer for Flaherty Media.



Schermer Pecans shares some exciting news 
with the readers of Productions Magazine, 
about how their app can help you and your 
team with your show choir fundraising.

Why Develop A New App?
Aron Wimberly from Schermer Pecans 
explains, "We wanted to develop an 
innovative platform for fundraisers. Orchard 
fundraising allows customers to sell Schermer 
Pecan products through this online platform. 
This platform creates a shareable link that 
makes sharing your fundraising information 
quick and easy. No need for brochures 
anymore, just share the link on your social 
media. Friends and family can use your link to 
purchase products and the funds go straight 
to the desired bank account."

 Wimberly continues, "We've shared 
the idea with many different organizational 
groups who are looking for new way to 
fundraise. Many organizational leaders are 
eager to learn about what is to come from 
this platform. We offer the ability to add their 
own products, which is even more exciting."

Easy and Intuitive
Orchard fundraising is built on simple and 
intuitive web and mobile app platforms, 
which allow your fundraising organizations 
to present, order, and track their shipments 
in real time. A mobile-responsive link is 
also available to share on all social media 
platforms to further their reach. 

Fundraising administrators select from, 
and set up, specific products available 
for sale, along with setting the price per 
unit and minimum order requirements 
associated with the selected products. The 
administrator has ability to adjust pricing, 
view individual fundraiser activity, and track 
all orders in an easy to use web-based 
content management system.

Accounting Made Simple
Once processed, revenue collected is 
automatically sent to you electronically and 
the product owners at the same time. No 
more waiting to collect money, create reports, 
and send out checks.

Team Member Gamification
For each fundraiser, your organization will 

have their own unique URL which they may 

then send via text message, email, or share on 

their social media platforms. Team members 

have their own log in where they can see their 

fundraising stats compared to other students, 

allowing for friendly competition.

Wrapping Up the Sales
Once minimum order levels are achieved, 

your fundraising organization and Orchard will 

receive a notification email stating the order 

is complete. The product is then shipped and 

appropriate funds will be distributed to each 

organization. 

Aron Wimberly can be reached at aron@ schermer- 

pecans.com or by calling 1.800.841.3403. Contact 

Orchard at info@orchardfundraising.com, call 

833.850.8324, or visit www.orchardfundraising.com

GROWING 
SUCCESSFUL  
FUNDRAISING 
ENGAGEMENT
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