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2020 has been an interesting year so far, 

full of unexpected changes and emotionally 

charged conversations. In unprecedented 

times such as these, many people are 

eager and hungry for a sense of community, 

normalcy, and positivity.
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When I was little—maybe 7 or 8 years old—I 

started taking my parents’ Beach Boys cassette, 

my Fisher Price portable tape player, and my 

bike, and away I’d go. Sometimes through our 

whole subdivision, but more often just around 

our little circle, over and over, building up speed 

so that I could coast down the hilliest part of our 

street, with my little brown tape player hanging 

off a handlebar, turned up as loud as it could go.
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SCA’s Virtual Summer Camp
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Cyber Showchoir continued

SCA Camp Directors, Sue Moninger and Dwight Jordan, 
will be celebrating four decades of working together to 
make Show Choir Camps of America a dream come true 
for young show choir performers and instructors. This 
year, the directors, counselors, instructors, and guest 
speakers are working together to make the 2020 camp 
just as special and encouraging for the students as they 
have the 39 years prior. 

The Spirit of SCA
SCA is an annual event where the best of the best in 
musical education, choreography, and show choir come 
together to celebrate a love of music, performance, and 
connectivity. In the past, students learn and rehearse 
three songs, attend various workshops, and pull 
together an entire production in one week. Best of all, 
at the end of camp, there is a glorious showcase where 
the students perform the numbers they have spent days 
busting their buns to master. 

How Will this Year Be Different? 
Jordan and Moninger have constructed a plan for 2020 
that will honor the essence and traditions of previous 
camps as best as possible. Both directors were clear 
in their mission to provide everyone involved with the 
same steadfast sense of community that has permeated 
previous Summers. 
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Since SCA attracts students from all over the country, 
for many returning students, SCA is the only opportunity 
during the year when they can see their close camp 
buddies. The nature of camp lays down fertile soil for 
camaraderie, as everyone works together to learn 
routines, support one another, and perform. For the 
directors, even though camp will be conducted virtually, 
they still want to encourage the social angle of camp. 

Instead of SCA being a sleepover experience, 
campers will stay home, social distancing, and attend 
rehearsals, workshops, small groups, and so on from the 
comfort of their own living rooms. These smaller “break 
out” groups are designed to mirror the small groups 
campers have grown accustomed to in years past. 

Additionally, students will learn four different songs, 
taught by four different choreographers and five different 
vocal directors. As Moninger explained, in previous 
camps, the students would be divided into groups, and 
each group would be assigned 1-2 instructors; this year, 
all students will have the opportunity to work with all the 
teachers.

Tried and True Traditions
As in previous years, the afternoons will be filled with 
workshops, and the evenings will be bustling with 
performances. The workshops will cover a medley of 
topics, where students and teachers can choose which 
ones they wish to participate in. 

615-491-2187
jeff@showchoirmusic.com 
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105 Grand Champions/ 
First Place Winners  
and 115 Second Place  
Winners since 2016.

EXISTING  
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O R I G I N A L  A R R A N G E M E N T S   .   A L W A Y S  L I C E N S E D   .    A D J U D I C A T I O N S   .   W O R K S H O P S  
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The Student Talent Showcase is a mainstay 
of SCA—this year will be no different. Students 
are encouraged to submit videos of their original 
performances, and the top 16-20 students will 
show off their best musical and dancing abilities in 
the talent show. This opportunity grants students 
with the top talent the possibility of receiving 
a scholarship from either Millikin University in 
Decatur, Illinois and/or Heidelberg University in 
Tiffin, Ohio.  

Just as in years past, the main goal of camp—
in addition to providing students with excellent 
resources and a platform to improve their craft—is 
simply to have fun. SCA is such a bright spot of 
the year for many young adults and instructors, 
the camp directors want to ensure the prominent 
feelings of camp are light and joyful. Many of 
us know the uplighting power that music and 
community can provide; this is why SCA is doing 
everything within its power to be a safe haven for 
its participants this year and every year. 

Finally, Jordan has quite the reputation of 
filling camp with surprises that will delight the 
campers, and he has no plans of falling short this 
year! He voiced just how excited he is to bring a 
little mystery and a lot of love to SCA again this 
year. He is a master of surprises, and has cooked 
up some big things for this virtual camp. 

Cyber Showchoir continued

breezetunes.com    garrett@breezetunes.com

we offer:

■  New Custom Arrangements

■  Previously Arranged Titles

■  Rehearsal Clinics

■  Video Critiques

■  Tracks Made With Studio Musicians

■  Adjudication at Competitions

show choir arrangements

Breeze Tunes Productions specializes 

in creating high-quality, competitive 

arrangements tailored to fi t your choir’s 

show design, skill level, and budget!
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Workshops and Insights 
Directors Moninger and Jordan, prior to 
camp, reached out to the clinicians and 
teachers, asking them “What do you most 
need right now?”

They want to provide quality, topical 
workshops; of course, instructors are 
concerned about both current needs and 
what the new school year may look like for 
show choir. 

After hearing the concerns of the 
teachers, the directors compiled a series 
of workshops dedicated to meeting their 
needs. Some examples of star guest 
speakers include Dr. Eugene Rogers, Dr. 
Anne Marie Roepke, and Dr. Derrick Fox.  

Dr. Rogers, who has an extensive background 
in both choral direction and diversity 
initiatives, will be leading a class called 
“Fostering Empathy and Critical Disclosure in 
the Choral Classroom.”

Dr. Roepke will be speaking on “Psycho-
logical Resilience in America,” where she will 
be teaching skills in coping, connectivity, and 
how to stay motivated, even in trying times. 

Additionally, Dr. Fox will lead a workshop 
on “Future Teaching Practices,” where he 
will be going over how to keep the musical 
community strong, even if we must sing 
separately for a while. 

For a full list of workshops and the 
presenters’ bios, please visit the Show Choir 
Camps of America Facebook page. 

Other workshops for students are a little 
lighter in nature, such as an exploration in 
how to best utilize TikTok for performances, 
as well as classes on genres such as hip hop, 
gospel, opera, and Broadway; having classes 
like these show how committed SCA is to 
keeping up with the trends of the time, and 
keeping camp fun for the students, no matter 
their niche. 

Attending Camp 
Without a doubt, SCA 2020 will be a unique, 
fun, and exciting experience. The directors 
have the same energy and passion for SCA’s 
campers and clinicians as they always have. 

In fact, every year, they bring a fresh twist 
to camp, and this year will be no different. 
And, now more than ever, the pure positivity 
SCA focuses on is the ideal outlet for anyone 
in the show choir world.

Cyber Showchoir continued

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Cassidy Clevenger is a  
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working as a staff writer for Flaherty Media.
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When I was little—maybe 7 or 8 years old—I started tak-

ing my parents’ Beach Boys cassette, my Fisher Price 

portable tape player, and my bike, and away I’d go. Some-

times through our whole subdivision, but more often just 

around our little circle, over and over, building up speed 

so that I could coast down the hilliest part of our street, 

with my little brown tape player hanging off a handlebar, 

turned up as loud as it could go.

by Ana-Maria Kraemer

Let Music
TRANSPORT YOU
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Let Music Transport You continued

It was the perfect sunny day activity, blue skies 
and Brian Wilson: just the wind and I, soaring 
the summers away. I can still feel the sun on my 
face, arms outstretched as wings, free as a bird, 
humming along to “Wouldn’t It Be Nice?”

A Window to the Cosmos
Now, as a 35 year old, I’m forever searching for 
excuses to drive fast with the windows down, 
playing rock’ n’ roll loud enough to drown out all 
the softer, more subtle parts of myself. The right 
car and the right guitar lick make me invincible, 
and the wind is pure, unfiltered possibility blowing 
through my hair. Bob Dylan wasn’t wrong when he 
sang that’s where the answers are. It’s where life 
is, in its most primal, kinetic, big bang form.

In these moments, I don’t doubt the theory of 
life that places us as direct descendants of the 
cosmos. I am all stardust and light speed.

Live rock shows also rocket my soul straight 
into the stratosphere, shout-singing along with 
strangers who heard the same siren’s call and 
wanted to inject the same hymns into their 
bloodstreams, hearts beating the rhythm through 
our veins. It’s loud, and sweaty, and it’s sacred; 
cacophony sings its own sweet melody after all, 
backlit by the bar, smoky and beer-soaked. There 
are always too many tall guys, too many people 

Private Label Specialty  
Coffee, Tea and Instants.

www.schoolspiritcoffee.com     800-570-1443

45 – 50 % PROFIT
Designed to be  
Profitable and Simple.

The fundraiser you 
love, the products 
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pushing their way up front trying to get the 
copy of the setlist, too many selfies and 
cell phones. There is beauty in all of it, and 
unbridled joy, and the very stuff of life in the 
excess.

Music as a Magic Carpet Ride
The setlists and selfies have always struck 
me as unnecessary, because here is the 
secret that I knew even as a 7 or 8 year old 
on my ten-speed bike. Music is more than a 
window.

Yes, it takes us on magic carpet rides, in 
aeroplanes over the sea, and leaves us free 
fallin’ even as it begs us to come fly away; 
but it also makes us gaze back at ourselves, 
eyeing the shapes of our memories and our 
dreams, seeing how our silhouettes are filled 
in by the raw, messy ids and egos, putting our 
own scenes to the soundtrack. It’s a mirror.

My first real rock show was at a small 
club in Minneapolis, singing along to every 
word, caught up in the rapture of flying off 
the dance floor with the other worshipers. 
The band was Weezer, the venue was my 
beloved First Avenue (of Purple Rain fame), 
I was a sophomore in high school and it was 

the all-ages afternoon show, and I’ve reveled 
ever since in recreating the weightlessness I 
felt that day.

I see how the music recognized me, 
marked me as its own, and how it both 
satiated, and left me wanting, always wanting 
more. When I hear a song I love, my soul 
dances with arms outstretched, lifting off into 
the heavens, already begging for an encore. 
This is what I see in the metaphorical mirror, 
the same as I saw at 8 and 15: I am flying.

Scores in Quarantine
In 2020, in quarantine, there’s nowhere to 

drive to, at least nowhere that justifies turning 

the radio up and putting the windows down. 

The small, dark clubs with sordid histories and 

questionable bathrooms are all shuttered, 

along with the big arenas, and dive bars with 

makeshift stages. Our days are scored by 

Spotify playlists, old records, and Instagram 

live shows; when it gets too painful in this 

My first real rock show was at a small club in Minneapolis, singing along to 

every word, caught up in the rapture of flying off the dance floor with the 

other worshipers. The band was Weezer, the venue was my beloved First 

Avenue (of Purple Rain fame), I was a sophomore in high school and it was the 

all-ages afternoon show, and I’ve reveled ever since in recreating the weight-

lessness I felt that day.

CONTACT US:
763.323.9507
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Let Music Transport You continued

temporary cage of existence to listen to music, 
podcasts. None of it quite reaches far enough, 
just takes passing stabs, like seeing beautiful 
old pictures of a past you can’t get back. I’ve 
seen posts by friends, mourning as the calendar 
makes its way past the now canceled shows and 
tours of their favorite bands, read articles by Rob 
Sheffield and Dave Grohl lamenting the loss of a 
way of life for musicians and music lovers alike, 
and talked to friends who teach, who never got to 
introduce this year’s students to music they love.

All of us, chewing on our grief; hoping to break 
it down into something we can swallow, while the 
right songs play in the background in the wrong 
key, at the wrong moment in the movie. When 
we stretch our arms out, we feel the walls closing 
in. My friends and I started a movie club in March, 
and one night, we watched The Perks of Being 
a Wallflower. Sad and beautiful, it captures 
the moment when music lifts off. Afterwards, I 
collected my friends’ songs, the ones that take 
them somewhere, suspending time and gravity’s 
hold, and then I tried to write about them.

I can’t. In this infinite time that has no starts 
and stops, they’ve all been transformed into 
funeral dirges. They hurt, and they sting with 
grief, uncertainty, and fear of the future.

Photo by Charles Rodriquez of InSync/Wheaton
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I’ve gone back to the first songs that stuck to 
me, rooted in the corners of my heart and mind, 
the soundtrack to first kisses, and first losses, 
and nights that felt wider than the world. I’ve 
gone back to Weezer, and the Beach Boys, and 
all their friends, and knelt at their feet, praying 
for some reassurance that I can still connect to 
the stars, and the pounding of the bass, and the 
confetti floating alongside me through the air.

The b-side of my Beach Boys tape had their 
song In My Room on it, and these days, the sweet 
little surf-pop song reminds me that even though 
it’s dark and lonely right now, I will fly again. So 
will you.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Ana-Maria Kraemer is a 30some-

thing, passionate (about her discount) retail worker who 

loves her husband, their dogs, and knows that—after 

seven years of moving around the country—they have 

finally settled somewhere, and she won’t have to move 

their cable subscription ever again! Ana was in show 

choir in high school, and has worked in the industry for 

seventeen years.



Schermer Pecans shares some exciting news 
with the readers of Productions Magazine, 
about how their app can help you and your 
team with your show choir fundraising.

Why Develop A New App?
Aron Wimberly from Schermer Pecans 
explains, "We wanted to develop an 
innovative platform for fundraisers. Orchard 
fundraising allows customers to sell Schermer 
Pecan products through this online platform. 
This platform creates a shareable link that 
makes sharing your fundraising information 
quick and easy. No need for brochures 
anymore, just share the link on your social 
media. Friends and family can use your link to 
purchase products and the funds go straight 
to the desired bank account."

 Wimberly continues, "We've shared 
the idea with many different organizational 
groups who are looking for new way to 
fundraise. Many organizational leaders are 
eager to learn about what is to come from 
this platform. We offer the ability to add their 
own products, which is even more exciting."

Easy and Intuitive
Orchard fundraising is built on simple and 
intuitive web and mobile app platforms, 
which allow your fundraising organizations 
to present, order, and track their shipments 
in real time. A mobile-responsive link is 
also available to share on all social media 
platforms to further their reach. 

Fundraising administrators select from, 
and set up, specific products available 
for sale, along with setting the price per 
unit and minimum order requirements 
associated with the selected products. The 
administrator has ability to adjust pricing, 
view individual fundraiser activity, and track 
all orders in an easy to use web-based 
content management system.

Accounting Made Simple
Once processed, revenue collected is 
automatically sent to you electronically and 
the product owners at the same time. No 
more waiting to collect money, create reports, 
and send out checks.

Team Member Gamification
For each fundraiser, your organization will 

have their own unique URL which they may 

then send via text message, email, or share on 

their social media platforms. Team members 

have their own log in where they can see their 

fundraising stats compared to other students, 

allowing for friendly competition.

Wrapping Up the Sales
Once minimum order levels are achieved, 

your fundraising organization and Orchard will 

receive a notification email stating the order 

is complete. The product is then shipped and 

appropriate funds will be distributed to each 

organization. 

Aron Wimberly can be reached at aron@ schermer- 

pecans.com or by calling 1.800.841.3403. Contact 

Orchard at info@orchardfundraising.com, call 

833.850.8324, or visit www.orchardfundraising.com

GROWING 
SUCCESSFUL  
FUNDRAISING 
ENGAGEMENT
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